
STAFF REPORT
State Representative Lynn Bechler of

Marion early last week filed a letter of in-
tent with the Kentucky Registry of Elec-
tion Finance in preparation for his
coming reelection campaign in House
District 4, which includes Caldwell, Crit-
tenden and Livingston counties, and part
of Christian County.
Bechler will be opposed in the Repub-

lican Primary by Fredonia City Council-
man Kristopher Driver, who filed for
election on Friday. Much of Bechler’s op-
position in previous elections has come
from Crittenden Countians or those with
local roots.
Driver, 28, is a former member of the

U.S. Marines and is supported by may-
ors in Marion and Fredonia. Those may-
ors, Jared Byford of Marion and Jim
Seibert of Fredonia, traveled to Frankfort
late last week with Driver when he filed

formal campaign papers.
A process improvement

analyst at Ervin Cable of
Morganfield, Driver also
owns a local real estate
company that recently pur-
chased two Main Street
properties in Marion – the
former Paula’s China
Shoppe and the former
Homestyle Laundry. Driver
lives in Fredonia, but grew up in Marion
and is a graduate of Crittenden County
High School. He is married to the former
Erin McDonald and they have two young
daughters, ages three and five months. 
Rep. Bechler, 75, is a retired engineer,

who had owned property in Crittenden
County before retiring here prior to run-
ning for state office. He is the first mem-
ber of the GOP to represent District 4
since 1985. Bechler is considered one of

the strongest conservatives
in the Kentucky House.
In 2014, Bechler beat Jar-

rod Jackson of Princeton in
the general election. He was
unopposed in 2016. In 2018
he defeated Fred Stubble-
field of Marion with 54 per-
cent of the vote in the GOP
primary, despite losing to
Stubblefield by 20 points in
Crittenden County. Bechler was unop-
posed in the general election. In the most
recent election cycle in 2020, Bechler
turned back two challengers in the gen-
eral election, beating independent Austin
Valentine of Marion and Democrat
Alonzo Pennington of Princeton. 
“I’ve always made it my top priority to

fight for the values of our district in 

See HOUSE/page 10
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don’t forget those
pets during holiday

Perhaps the most anticipated
meal of the year is right around
the corner, so don’t forget to
include your pets. A survey by
Wild Earth found that 34 per-
cent of people make a special
treat for their animals at
Thanksgiving. Some ideas for
pet treats might included fruits
and veggies such as sweet po-
tatoes, peas, carrots, green
beans and celery, says Wild
Earth. And don’t forget the
sauces and sides left over from
the table, including cranberry
sauce, applies, pumpkins or
blueberries. Avoid giving your
pet real sweets. It’s unhealthy
for them.

holiday closings
Marion City Hall, Crittenden

County Courthouse, Animal
Shelter, Road Department and
Convenience Center will be
closed Thursday, Friday and
Saturday this week in obser-
vance of Thanksgiving.

three pass pva test
Three Crittenden Countians

have passed the mandatory ex-
amination to be a candidate for
property valuation administra-
tor. Two of the three, Todd Per-
ryman and Misty Hicks, have
already filed to run in the GOP
primary. The third, Jason
Champion who is also a Repub-
lican, said he intends to file in
the coming days. The qualifying
examination administered by
the Department of Revenue was
taken by the three local individ-
uals on Nov. 17 in Jefferson-
town. They seek the post which
will be vacated by longtime PVA
Ronnie Heady, a Democrat, who
has chosen not to seek another
term.

Wood not running
Longtime District 6 Magis-

trate Dan Wood (D) of Shady
Grove says he’s not seeking a
sixth term on the fiscal court. A
retired school teacher and elec-
trician, Wood, 75, will have
served 20 years when his term
is up in 2020.

candidate filings
Candidate rolls are now open

for anyone who must run in the
primary election. Filing deadline
is 4 p.m., Jan. 7. Candidates in
non-partisan races have until
June 7 to file for election.

The following candidates
have filed over the past week,
joining several others who had
already filed. The 2022 Primary
Election is May 17.

MOST RECENT FILINGS
Jeff James, District 6 Magistrate
Ray Agent, Crittenden Sheriff
Todd Perryman, Crittenden PVA
Kristopher Driver, 4th Dist. House
Misty Hicks, Crittenden PVA
Robby Mills, 4th District Senate 
Jason Martin, Dist. 6 Magistrate
Don Herrin, Constable District 6
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Bechler Driver

BY ALLISON EVANS
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Lexie Abra Millikan sees artistic

inspiration in the smallest things
– end rolls of fabric and discarded
denim.
Marion is where Millikan col-

lects the ingredients for fascinat-
ing textile masterpieces, several of
which have made their way onto
international stages. Abstract art
displays sewn from everyday ma-
terial or useful quilts made from
hand-dyed fabric are among her
passions. When the pandemic
subsides, she is looking forward
to ways to share her creativity
with people in Marion.
A chance encounter with her

then-future husband, Darron Mil-
likan, at her parents’ South
Dakota campground led her to
Marion in 2018.
Shortly thereafter, she was

hired as executive director of the
Yeiser Art Center in Paducah. She
also was a Fiber Artist in Resi-
dence at the Paducah School of
Art and Design.
Earlier this month, her art ca-

reer took Millikan to Jijing, South
Korea for the Jinju Traditional
Crafts Biennale. Her invitation to

See MILLIKAN/page 10

BY ALLISON EVANS
THE CRITTENDEN PRESS
Nearly 70 Crittenden

County students are saving
hundreds of dollars in col-
lege tuition costs thanks to
cost-sharing efforts by the
local school district.
In four years, the number

of local students enrolled in
dual credit classes – earning
them college and high school
credits – has doubled. 
While Superintendent

Vince Clark is very thankful

for what’s been done to facil-
itate this growth, he believes
the community and alumni
can do more.
Clark has spearheaded the

rejuvenation of the Rocket
Foundation, a fundraising
arm of the local school dis-
trict, in hopes of doubling
down on contributions to
local education. Colleges
and universities have long
sought donations from
alumni and corporations.
That same principal is being

applied at the secondary
school level with hopes of
benefiting local students
who might stay or return to
this community for their ca-
reers.
Assisting students finan-

cially with college courses
during high school has been
a particularly personal en-
deavor for Clark. He says
these students are this com-
munity’s most valuable re-

See GOAL/page 14

$100 Cash Prize 
Small Business
Saturday spurs
local commerce
STAFF REPORT
With the mission of support-

ing and promoting the Shop
Local First mantra, Crittenden
County Chamber of Commerce
has organized a Small Business
Saturday promotion for this
week.
Merchants throughout town

will be open starting early Sat-
urday morning and the Cham-
ber will be handing out “goodie
bags” starting at 9 a.m., at the
Farmers Bank Parking Lot be-
hind Marion City Hall. Due to
the pandemic, participants will
not have to leave their cars. 
Inside those bags are count-

less savings and other values.
One bag will include a voucher
for $100 cash and there will be
premium prizes in many more
bags. Premium prizes can be re-
deemed at the Marion Welcome
Center.
While the overall motive is to

get people to shop with area
merchants this holiday season,
it’s also a great opportunity to
provide some benefit to con-
sumers. 
“Businesses have given a mul-

titude of things to place in the
bags,” said Chamber Vice Presi-
dent Shelly Davidson. 
There will be a varied selec-

tion of items in the gift bags, in-
cluding earbuds, T shirts, gift
certificates, coupons, candy, vi-
tamins, personal items,  tool
sets, utensils, restaurant dis-
counts and more.
Davidson said the Chamber is

a business-driving organization
that aims to service local mer-
chants year round, but espe-
cially during the holiday season
when it’s important to remind
shoppers how important it is to
Shop Local First.
These small businesses need

local support as they are the
backbone of our economy and
the identity of our community,
Davidson explained.
Statistics show that 74 cents

of every dollar spent in this
community remains here.
There are only 75 goodie bags

so it’s first come, first served,
said Davidson.
This is the sixth year the

Chamber has sponsored Small
Business Saturday in its cur-
rent form. It is a day celebrated
not only in Marion and nearby
communities, but across the
country to support small busi-
nesses and communities. U.S.
consumers have reported
spending an estimated $85 bil-
lion at independent retailers
and restaurants since the Small
Business Saturday concept
went nationwide in 2010. 
You can find out more about

the Chamber’s Small Business
Saturday on its Facebook page
or at its website, Crittenden-
CountyChamber.org.

Local challenger files against Rep. Bechler

Unique art lifts Marion woman
to regoinal, international stages

Lexie Abra Millikan moved to Marion from South Dakota
in 2018 after marrying a Crittenden County man.

Foundation for Education

Thankful yet asking for more

Superintendent Vince Clark hopes alumni and businesses can help push the Rocket Founda-
tion closer to its $150,000 goal.



Roberts 
Rebecca Jean Dobson 

Roberts, 66, of Marion, 
died Thursday, Nov. 18, 
2021 at her home.  She 
was a member of North 
Livingston Baptist 
Church and the Marion 
VFW Auxiliary. 

Surviving are her chil-
dren, Michelle Kinnis, 
Ritchie (Michelle) Roberts 
and Medara (Jerry) Mar-
shall, all of Marion; six 
grandchildren, Whitney 
and Travis Kinnis, Alex 
and Keifer Marshall and 
Erin and Keegan Roberts; 
five great-grandchildren; 
a brother, Robert Pro-
thro; two sisters; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Steve Roberts; her father, 
Harry Dobson; and 
mother, Loretta Prothro. 

Services were Tuesday 
Nov. 23 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Freedom Cemetery.   

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Mary 
Hall Ruddiman Shelter. 

Wright 
Jimmy Loyd Wright, 

69, of Marion, died 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2021 
at Livingston Hospital 
and Healthcare Services.   

He was 
born Aug. 
20, 1952 in 
the com-
munity of 
Lola to Joe 
Loyd and 
Jewel Leen 
Wright.   

He was a 
true cow-
boy, who loved 
horses and his 
family.  He had 
been a truck 
driver for more 
than 28 years, 
served in the 
Army National Guard 
and attended New Union 
(Ditney) Baptist 
Church.       

Surviving are two 
daughters, Kayla Wright 
of Smithland and Au-
tumn (Grant) Smith of 
Tiline; two sons, Jimmy 
Dale (Sandra) Wright of 
Marion and Jamie Loyd 
Wright of Smithland; his  
mother, Jewel Leen 
Wright Atwood of Marion; 
a sister, Diane Coleman 
(Ray) Downs of Benton; 
four brothers, Ronnie 
(Dee) Wright of Burna, 
Jerry (Jody) Wright  of 
Lola, Eddie John Wright  
and Rodney (Stacy) 
Wright, both  of Grand 
Rivers; six grandchildren, 
Kimberlee Overcast of 
Fredonia, Emilee Whited 
of Mississippi, Allison 
Whited of Marion, Arieal 
Wright, Bryson Tidwell 
and Preston Smith; and 
long-time special friend, 
Renea Truitt of Marion.  

He was preceded in 
death his father, Joe 
Loyd Wright.  

Services were Sunday, 
Nov. 21 at Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 
Services.   Burial was in 
New Union (Ditney) Cem-
etery.     

 
  

Palmer 
Brigadier General Alan 

W. Palmer, 69, died 
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021 
at Altru Hospital in 
Grand Forks, N.D. 

He was born April 26, 
1952, in Tell City, Ind., 
the son of Aaron and 
Maryetta (Jones) Palmer.  
He grew up 
in Tell City, 
Ind., where 
he gradu-
ated from 
high school 
in 1970. 

He mar-
ried Peggy 
Detzer on 
May 26, 1973 
in Tell 
City. Together 
they raised 
two children, 
living in Grand 
Forks, N.D. 

P a l m e r 
began his military career 
with United States Air 
Force enlisted service be-
ginning in 1972. After 
serving as an Electronic 
Warfare Specialist in sev-
eral assignments includ-
ing a tour in Thailand, he 
joined the North Dakota 
Air National Guard in 
1981. He served as a 
Maintenance Officer and 
Supervisor prior to serv-
ing in several command 
positions. Commands in-
cluded the 119th Supply 
Squadron, 119th Mainte-
nance Squadron, 119th 
Logistics Squadron, and 
the 119th Support 
Group. General Palmer 
served as the State J-5 in 
Joint Force Headquarters 
during the transition 
from an Air National 
Guard State Head-
quarters to the current 
Joint Force Head-
quarters. 

He joined John D. Ode-
gard School of Aerospace 
Sciences in 1978 where 
he spent more than 30 
years, ultimately as di-
rector of flight opera-
tions, a role he held for 
more than 10 years. He 
was one of the original 
John D. Odegard young 
guns flying jets and living 
the aviation dream. He 
was heavily involved with 
original international 
training programs and to 
this day is well known in 
Taiwan, having given 
hundreds of China Air-
lines and EVA pilots their 
FAA check rides. 

He returned to the Uni-
versity of North Dakota 
following a short retire-
ment to lead the Center 
for Unmanned Aircraft 
Systems Research, Edu-
cation and Training and 
was instrumental in 
working with the FAA to 
integrate UAS into the 
national airspace system 
and to establish test sites 
and training centers for 
the systems. 

After his military retire-
ment, Palmer continued 
to work tirelessly on be-
half of military members 
and their families. He co-
chaired the military af-
fairs committee of the 
Grand Forks Chamber of 
Commerce, volunteered 
with the Employer Sup-
port of the Guard and Re-
serve (ESGR), served on 
the Governor’s Task 
Force for Veterans Affairs 
and was the driving force 
in building the Grand 
Forks’ Veterans Memorial 

Park which was ded-
icated last September. 

During his career, 
Palmer accumulated 
more than 9,400 hours of 
flying time, of which over 
5,900 were as an instruc-
tor pilot. He was a des-
ignated pilot examiner for 
several aviation license 
ratings and held several 
ratings, including for 
Cessna Citation jets.  

He enjoyed flying, 
hunting and spending 
time on the farm.  He was 
a member of the Sertoma 
Club, American Legion 
Post #6 and the Patriot 
Guard. 

Surviving are his wife 
of 48 years, Peggy; a son, 
Randy Palmer of Moor-
head, Minn.; a daughter, 
Alison (Shawn Beckner) 
Palmer of Lakeville, 
Minn.; two grandsons, 
Ethan and Dylan; a 
sister, Mary Lee 
McGinnes; a niece, Sha-
non; and nephews, Regis, 
Bobby and Tim. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; pa-
rental guardians, Ronald 
and Athleen Pollard; 
brother, Regis; and a 
niece, Christine. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the Vet-
eran’s Memorial Park in 
Grand Forks or the 
Northwood Mission. 

Services were Tuesday, 
Nov. 23 at Amundson 
Funeral Home. 

Paid obituary 

Keel 
Glen A. Keel, 83, of 

Fredonia, died Saturday, 
Nov. 20, 2021 at his 
home, surrounded by his 
family. 

He was born on March 
26, 1938 in Kevil to his 
late parents, Lacy and 
Lottie Patterson Keel. He 
was a farmer after retir-
ing as a
Chief Petty 
Officer in 
the United 
States Navy 
where he 
served two 
d e p l o y -
ments in 
the Viet-
nam War. 
He was a 
member of the 
American Le-
gion and 
proud of the 
Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans 
Memorial. In 
addition to farming, he 
mowed all the time and 
enjoyed gardening and 
tending to his homestead 
where he built a camp-
ground around his pond 
for his family to enjoy. He 
loved his dogs and 
spending time with his 
grandkids. He was also 
an active supporter of the 
Fredonia Ball Park where 
he worked concessions. 

 Surviving are his lov-
ing wife of 63 years, 
Agnes Traylor Keel of Fre-
donia; two daughters, 
Rhonda Hunt of Fredonia 
and Sandra Singh of 
Panama City, Fla.; a son, 
Doug (Janice) Keel of Fre-
donia; one sister, Jayne 
Hillyard of Princeton; one 
brother, Larry (Kathy) 
Keel of Evansville; seven 
grandchildren, James 
(Kayla) Hunt, David 
Hunt, Amy (Larry) 
Turner, Rockelle Gray, 
Kayla (Tyler) Shepard, 
Sarah (Dray) Heaton and 
Travis Keel; eight great-

grandchildren, Ethen 
Hunt, Anthony Hunt, 
Brooklyn Strayhorn, 
Tristan Gray, Jackson 
Strayhorn, Hudson 
Turner, Blakely Shepard 
and Henry Heaton. 

In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in 
death by three sisters, 
Mildred Keel Shumaker, 
June Morse Parker and 
Joyce Tandy; and a 
brother, David Keel. 

Services were Wednes-
day, Nov. 24 at Morgan's 
Funeral Home in Prince-
ton with Bro. Presley 
Lamm officiating. Burial 
was in Rowland Ceme-
tery in Caldwell County. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made in Glen's 
memory to Fredonia Val-
ley Veterans Memorial, 
c/o Fredonia Valley Her-
itage Society, PO Box 
256, Fredonia, KY 42411. 

Paid obituary 

Duffy 
Darrell Duffy, 86, of 

Henderson, died Monday, 
Oct. 25, 2021 at Deacon-
ess Hospital in 
Evansville. He 
was born Nov. 
17, 1934 in 
C r i t t e n d e n 
County to 
Walter Per-

ryand Eva Louvenia (Belt) 
Duffy.  

He was a 1953 gradu-
ate of Marion High 
School. He served 22 
years in the U.S. Air 
Force at domestic and 
foreign bases.  He retired 
in western Kentucky with 
his family and worked for 
RGIS until he retired a 
second time. 

He was a member of 
First United Methodist 
Church in Henderson. 

Surviving are three 
sons, Mike of Henderson, 
Keith (Mary) of Birming-
ham, Ala., and Steve (Da-
nette) of Monroe N.C.; a 
sister, Dorothy Butler of 
Henderson; 10 grandchil-
dren and 14 great-grand-
children. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ellen 
(Berry) Duffy in 2011; a 
son Bruce in 2014, his 
parents, a brother and a 
sister. 

Funeral services were 
Nov. 4 at Benton-Glunt & 
Tapp Funeral Home in 
Henderson.  Burial with 
military rites was in Free-
dom Cemetery in Crit-
tenden County. 

Paid obituary 
 

 

 

Rushing 
Donna Sue Rushing, 

62, of Marion, died 
Thursday, Nov. 18, 2021 
at her home.  She was a 
member of Lola Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving are her hus-
band, Gary Rushing of 
Marion; four children, 
Gary Wayne Rushing of 
Princeton, Janice Red-
dick of Marion, Rocky 
Joe Rushing of Califor-
nia, Penn., and Jason 
Floyd Rushing of Marion; 
nine grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Jimmy and 
Robert "Rocky" Roberts 
both of Marion; and two 
sisters, Bonnie Woodall 
of Webster County and 
Annetta Nelson of Mar-
ion. 

She was preceded in 
death by her parents, 
Richie  and Meddie Jean 
Roberts; three brothers, 
Ritchie Steve Roberts, 
Ricky Ray Roberts and 
James Richie Roberts. 

Services were Monday 
at Gilbert Funeral Home 
with burial in Freedom 
Cemetery.  
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Health Article

Rita Driver, APRN, be-
lieves in order to treat or 
prevent the formation of 
wounds, complications or 
hard-to-heal wounds, skin 
or feet/nail disorders, it’s 
essential to keep sched-
uled appointments and 
prescribed treatments 
which could include dress-
ing changes, compres-
sion, advanced wound 
healing modalities, tests, 
diabetic foot care, toe nail 
trimming, proper nutrition, 
moisturizing and diabetic 
management from their 
provider.  

As a wound care spe-
cialist, Driver sees pa-
tients at Family Practice 
Clinic and its speciality 
clinic in Marion each Mon-
day. 

“There is no wound I 
haven’t seen,” said Driver, 
a 1976 graduate of Living-
ston Central High School 
and a 1996 and 2009 
graduate of Murray State 
University. 

Driver is board certified 
and treats all types of 
wounds, from pressure 
sores, venous, arterial, 
diabetic, surgical and 
traumatic wounds, as well 
as those caused by lym-
phedema, edema, spider 
bites, pressure ulcers and 

rashes. 
“She has a wealth of 

knowledge that can pre-
vent, treat and diagnosis, 
and Medicare, Medicaid 
and insurance pay these 
services,” said FPC/spe-
cialty clinic director Janet 
Kemper. “She does a lot 
of preventative care and 
education, which even 
can include proper nail 
care.” 

Weekly wound appoint-
ments are essential and 
toenail trimming is rec-
ommended. 

Problems arising from 
improper toenail care in-
clude ingrown toenails, 
fungal issues and hard, 
thick and brittle nails. A 
good portion of Driver’s 

job as a board certified 
wound specialist is educa-
tion and community 
awareness, oftentimes for 
individuals caring for 
loved ones suffering from 
diseases which cause 
blood flow to be compro-
mised or pressure to build 
up from fluid beneath the 
skin – both of which can 
cause sores. 

Sores and stubborn 
wounds are not specific to 
diabetic patients; ho-
wever, Driver encourages 
people with the disease, 
or their caregivers, to 
check the bottoms of their 
feet and between their 
toes daily, to always wear 
shoes and to keep a close 
check of their blood sugar 
levels to help alleviate 
problems with their skin. 

Driver is twice pub-
lished and received third 
place in a National KCI 
Wound Vac case study 
contest and publication. 

Appointments with 
Driver can be made by 
calling Family Practice 
Clinic at (270) 965-5238. 

 
Rita 

Driver, 
APRN  

 
Board 

certified 
wound 
care  

specialist

Proper care prevents wounds

Salem Class of ’56 
Salem High School Class of 1956 of recently held its 65th class reunion. Standing 
from left are Vivian Monroe, Donnie Tharp (seated), Geraldine Barnes, Nellie Jean 
Robertson, Doris Belt, Anna Sue Jennings, Dean Wilson, William Chittenden, (back) 
Tommy Wring, George Malcom and Neal Ramage. Four classmates unable to attend 
were Eva Jean Wilson, Wanda Barnes, Shirley Grimes and Shirley Williams. Lunch 
was served by Tampico Deli at Deer Creek Golf Club.

Reno ribbon cutting 
Crittenden Community Hospital officially unveiled first-floor renovations of the annex adjacent to the hospital 
during a ribbon-cutting ceremony conducted by the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce. The facility houses 
an outpatient clinic for ambulatory care. Continued improvements are planned for the physical therapy depart-
ment including added gym space. Front from left are Staci Blackburn, Wynne Wallace, Billy Hardin, Brad Adams 
and Shelly Davidson, (back) Charlie Day, Elliot West, Laura McKinney, Laurel Diaz, Teresa Kayse, Jennifer Har-
desty, Reese Baker, Mary Cooksey, Gina Croft and Shawn Bright.

Crittenden County Cit-
izens Center, located on 
North Walker Street, is 
open from 8 a.m. until 2 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday.   

The center will be 
closed Thursday, Nov. 26 
and Friday, Nov. 27 in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving. 

The menu for next 
week includes the follow-
ing: 

Monday, Nov. 29: Meat 
balls with brown gravy, 
mashed potatoes, sea-
soned peas, wheat roll 
and tropical fruit. 

Tuesday, Nov. 30: Mex-

ican lasagna, buttered 
broccoli, garlic breadstick 
and oatmeal raisin 
cookie. 

Wednesday, Dec. 1: 
Pork roast, baked sweet 
potato, black-eyed peas, 
carrot raisin salad and 
cornbread. 

Thursday, Dec. 2: 
Baked spaghetti, broccoli 
salad, Mandarin oranges 
and garlic breadstick. 

Ladies exercise with 
Full Body Fitness Studio 
is held at 10:30 a.m., 
each Monday, and Bingo 
Wednesday and Friday. 

 

Senior Menu

Crittenden County Ex-
tension Service will host 
an evergreen decoration 
class Saturday, Dec. 4. 

Dee Heimgartner, Crit-
tenden County Agricul-
ture Agent, will lead the 
class, which begins at 10 
a.m., at the Farmers 
Market in Marion. 

Call (270) 965-5236 to 
pre-register by Wednes-

day, Dec. 1.  
Participants will have 

the option of making a 
wreath or a gnome.   

Take a pair of work 
gloves to make either 
project. To make the 
gnome, participants will 
need a tomato cage, a 
Santa hat and a pair of 
child’s gloves for dec-
orations.   

Greenery class Dec. 10
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Crittenden County Detention Center Census
2021 Monthly Avg.

83.3
79.3
20.4
10.5
193.5
4.8
0.0
0.0

198.3

Monthly Avg.
$78,016.66
$127,879.50
$9,198.05
$22,843.64

$166.40
$628.36

$229,792.16

$11,586.91
362.09
32.0
11.89

Last Month
77
105
20
2

204
5
0
0

209

Previous Month
$68,007.80
$144,874.52
$8,469.52
$23,148.00

$192.00
$1,056.00

$240,278.32

$10,400.00
325.00
$32.00
10.84

Nov. 18, 2021
78
86
20
11
195
6
0
0

201

October 2021
$73,680.34
$160,086.72
$7,206.72
$22,680.00

$960.00
$1,440.00

$258,847.06

$6,912.00
216.00
$32.00
6.96

JAIL CENSUS 
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES
Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

Last Month REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Lyon Co. Housing Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

Last Month ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
NOVEMBER 18, 2021 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

County’s plan to
consolidate polling
places gets okayed
STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County's

consolidation plan for fu-
ture elections has been
okayed by the state, and
the county is getting a
grant to help pay for new
voting equipment.
The election site con-

solidation plan which
trims the number of
polling locations from 12
to five was approved last
week by they State Board
of Elections. It will be the
first time in more than
30 years that the county
has had fewer than a
dozen voting sites.
Crittenden County

Board of Elections a few
months ago submitted
the consolidation plan. It
maintains rural voting
options in the Tolu-
Sheridan area, the far
southern and eastern
parts of the county and
in Mattoon. In town,
there will be one county-
wide voting center at
Marion Baptist Church.
The central voting site
will consolidate six tradi-
tional voting locations in
Marion to just one. Vot-
ers who have tradition-
ally cast ballots at
Marion Ed-Tech Center,
Emmanuel Baptist
Church, St. William
Catholic Church, Crit-
tenden County Public Li-
brary and the courthouse
will now vote at Marion
Baptist Churuch.
Any voter in the

county, regardless of his
or her certified precinct,
will be allowed to cast
their ballot at the voting
center at Marion Baptist. 
By combining several

precincts, it allowed the
fiscal court to purchase
fewer election machines
and will reduce the num-
ber of paid poll workers
needed to conduct an
election. The plan will
save county taxpayers
tens of thousands of dol-
lars on equipment and
hundreds of dollars on
election-day workers who
are increasingly difficult
to find, say county elec-
tion officials.
“The local board of

elections put in a lot of

work to devise a plan
that both saves the
county money on updat-
ing voting equipment and
adequately serves vot-
ers,” said Crittenden
County Clerk Daryl
Tabor. “And with turnout
so low for primary elec-
tions, even when con-
tested like next year's
local races, it doesn't
make sense to staff 12
voting locations when we
no longer have to.”
In the 2018 local pri-

maries, only 19.9 percent
of registered voters cast a
ballot.
In the 2022 May Pri-

mary, all District 2 voting
will take place in Sheri-
dan, including voters
who who had typically
voted in Tolu. The Tolu
precinct will be closed.
Both Frances precincts

will vote at Mexico Bap-
tist Church, eliminating
the voting place at Grace
Baptist Church.
Voters in the Shady

Grove and Mattoon areas
will see no changes.
In addition to Election

Day, there will be only
three days of early voting
on Thursday, May 12
through Saturday, May
14. Mail-in balloting will
also be available for a
handful of voters like the
elderly, sick, care-takers
or people who might be
out of town during early
voting and on Election
Day.
Additionally, it was

learned last week that
the county will receive no
less than $26,400 in fed-
eral Help America Vote
Act grant funds to reim-
burse the county for the
expense of buying about
$120,000 in new voting
equipment a few weeks
ago.
All voting equipment

will now produce a paper
trail, and one scanning
device can be used to col-
lect votes from multiple
precincts.
“And to help dispel

some of the mistruths in-
tending to cast doubt on
the integrity of elections
in Kentucky, no voting
machine has ever or will
be connected to the in-
ternet,” said Tabor. “The
only way to hack them is
to physically break into
the devices, which are in-

dividually secured and
collectively locked away
when not in use.”

Where you vote could be different

APPROVED ELECTION DAY PRECINCT CONSOLIDATION

STAFF REPORT
Members of the Crit-

tenden County Board of
Education spent two
hours last week review-
ing two construction
projects with RBS Archi-
tect Craig Thomas.
The first project, which

is advertised for bids this
week, involves updates of
restrooms and science
classrooms, an elevator
and new flooring in the
cooridors at the existing
Crittenden County High
School, which eventually
will become the middle
school. The renovation
will be a precursor to a

broader Phase 3 project
to build a new high
school, football stadium,
track and softball field on
campus.
Earlier this year, the

school renovation project
was estimated at around
$1 million.
Bids, which are due

Dec. 7, may give school
leaders a hint of what to
expect when the larger
Phase 3 construction
project goes to bid. Orig-
inal estimates were
about $13 million. Phase
3 involves a two-story
high school next to
Rocket Arena.

Thomas presented two
potential exterior designs
for the new school build-
ing and warned board
members that construc-
tion costs are extremely
high right now due to
material and labor short-
ages and other inflation
pressures.
If the broader project

stays on its original
schedule, demolition
work at the construction
site would begin in the
spring. That would mean
doing away with existing
football field to make way
for a new school.

School renovation bids could
foreshadow greater expenses
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I suspect that I am not 
the only person for whom 
Thanksgiving is a compli-
cated holiday. Most other 
national holi-
days (Christmas 
excepted) are, 
for me, straight-
forward. There 
may be fami-
ly traditions or 
expec ta t i ons 
around the oth-
ers, but they do 
not seem nearly 
as freighted as 
those around 
the “holiday sea-
son.” 

There is al-
ways a swirl of 
emotion and 
sentimentality 
as we gather as 
families that are 
ever changing as 
the circle of our loved ones 
moves through time. Old 
recipes and new faces are 
all part of the table. Every 
couple of decades the peo-
ple at the head and foot of 
the table change and the 
centers of our lives shift 
just a little.

The holiday season has 
been so sentimentalized 
and loaded with expected 
or ideal feelings that it can 
be exhausting to those who 
want to make it so. Howev-
er, to expect joy, for exam-
ple, at Thanksgiving is to 
limit its power in our lives. 
There will no doubt be great 
joy around the table as 
family and friends that do 
not often get together share 
a sacred meal together. But 
there will also be memories, 
hard discussions, rending 
and repair of relationships. 
It is all part of life together.

Given all of this, here are 
some thoughts that have 
helped me manage the 
massive beauty and com-
plexity of both thanksgiving 
and Thanksgiving.

Thanksgiving is about 
relationships. That means 
that it is about “us” and 
not “me” or “you.” We are 
thankful for our families, 
or whomever is gathered 
around the table with us 
- be it one other or a hun-
dred. It is a way to say, just 
like those who celebrated in 
the 17th century, “here we 
are.” Just sharing food with 
thanksgiving is a demon-
stration of common strug-
gle and setting aside for a 
moment everything else to 
show that this is the most 
important thing right now. 

There is a relationship 
between hardship and be-
ing thankful. Sometimes 
we need to stop, take a 

breath, and share a feast, 
some football (on TV or in 
the Eack yard�, and a fire� 
Every gathered group will 

have stories to 
tell of accom-
plishments and 
failures, of joy 
and sorrow. All 
of those things 
make us who 
we are as peo-
ple and as fam-
ilies – they can 
be received with 
thanks because 
they can be 
shared, over-
come together, 
and incorpo-
rated into the 
stories we tell 
around the ta-
ble. I remem-
ber all variet-
ies – tears and 

laughter, missing people 
and surprise visitors, argu-
ments and reconciliations. 

Being thankful requires 
understanding that some-
thing has been done for us 
that we could not possibly 
have done without help. 
Because of this, I believe 
Thanksgiving becomes 
more meaningful over the 
years for most people. Here, 
we learn that family is not 
a given, it takes effort, for-
giveness, patience, kind-
ness, tolerance, and love. 
In the Old Testament there 
were sacrifices of thanks-
JiYinJ in which the first 
fruits of the bounty that 
God provided was dedicat-
ed to him. That is not a bad 
place to start for us today. 
Recognizing all of the effort 
made by everyone around 
the table to make a gather-
ing possible should humble 
us enough to be thankful.

Everyone around the 
table should be there be-
cause they want to be, not 
from expectation or pres-
sure – although if that can 
be done with maturity and 
grace it can be a beautiful 
experience. Otherwise, we 
learn that entitlement is a 
vicious, sinister master that 
siphons off our ability to be 
thankful and feeds our self-
ish nature and hurts those 

to whom we owe so much.
Being thankful is not 

restful. It takes some effort 
and motivates us to action 
on behalf of others. We ex-
pend such energy because 
we want to honor others 
with either gifts or pres-
ence. It takes love to cook 
for two days, even if one en-
joys it. It takes love to drive 
12 hours one way or brave 
the crowded airports for a 
long weekend.

Thanksgiving is about 
the presence of all our fam-
ily. We miss those who can-
not be there – yet they are 
still with us. They are with 
us in traditions, the pump-
kin pie recipe, and the chair 
they sat in. They made us 
who we are, and it is good 
to look for those things in 
their lives for which we can 
be thankful.

“Put on then, as God’s 
chosen ones, holy and be-
loved, compassion, kind-
ness, lowliness, meekness, 
and patience, forbearing 
one another and, if one has 
a complaint against an-
other, forgiving each other; 
as the Lord has forgiven 
you, so you also must for-
give. And above all these 
put on love, which binds 
everything together in per-
fect harmony. And let the 
peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. 
And be thankful.” (Colos-
sians 3:12-15, RSV).

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, Ky. 
He holds a doctoral degree 
in ministry. You may con-
tact him at sean.niestrath@
outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Being thankful takes effort Community Events & News

Question: My wife and I 
were greatly anticipating the 
arrival of our second child. 
Just weeks before the arriv-
al date, she miscarried. Our 
hearts were broken. In our 
grief we are angry. Thanks-
giving Day will soon be here. 
How can we be thankful 
when we hurt so deeply?

Answer: You have every 
right to be sad and angry. 
Anger is often accompanied 
with grief. It is okay to even 
be angry at God. Acknowl-
edging your emotions is 
healthy.

, haven’t been in your 
shoes, but I know your loss 
is great. My heart goes out 
to you. Few things are as 
wonderful as having another 
child to love and enjoy. 

I assure you this terri-
ble loss in your lives is not 

caused by God punishing 
you for anything you have 
done. Sometimes bad things 
happen to good people. God 
doesn’t promise anyone that 
hard times will not come, but 
He promises us He will be 
present with us in our times 
of trouble (Ps. 46:1). 

As Thanksgiving Day ap-

proaches, look for things 
you can be thankful for. Like-
ly, there are many things. 
Giving thanks to God will lift 
your spirits.

'on’t stay away from pub-
lic worship this Thanksgiving 
Season. When we come to-
gether, we encourage each 
other. As you hear others 
give thanks to God, it en-
courages you to thank God 
and to praise Him, too (Ps. 
100:4) 

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Give thanks even in tragic times

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison

n A reunion and Christ-
mas party for former em-
ployees of Moore Business 
Forms and their guests will 
begin at noon, Dec. 2 at La 
Delicia Mexican Restau-
rant in Marion. Bring a $5 
wrapped gift suitable for 
a man or woman if you 
want to participate in a 
gift exchange. There will 
be Christmas Bingo and 
Christmas carol sing-along. 
All former employees and 
guests are welcome. For 
information, call (270) 965-
3484 or (270) 969-0095.

n Historic Rose Hotel  in 
Elizabethtown, Ill. will have 
a Christmas Open House 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Satur-
day, Dec. 4.

n The Virgil Jones VFW 
is having a “Christmas and 
Bingo Party” at 6 p.m., Dec. 

4 at 412 N. College St.. La-
dies bring ladies’ gifts and 
men bring men’s gifts (�20 
value). Finger food will be 
served. Open to the public.

n The Virgil Jones VFW 
will have a meeting 6:30 
p.m., Dec. 9 at at 412 N. 
College St. Refreshments 
will be served.

n Salem Baptist Church 
Thrift Store Is open 9-1 
p.m., Tuesday and Satur-
day at 209 Highland St., 
Salem, KY (former Salem 
school).

n The Clothes Closet of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Fredonia is open to serve 
the area with free clothes. 
For the time being, the 
Clothes Closet is operat-
ed outdoors from 1-3 p.m. 
each Thursday. Please 
observe social distancing. 

The Clothes Closet will be 
closed in case of rain. 

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is 
open from 9 a.m. to noon 
on the second and fourth 
Saturday of every month.

n First Baptist Church 
of Fredonia food pantry 
is open from 1 to 3 p.m. 
the third Thursday of each 
month in Coleman Hall of 
the church.

n The clothes closet at 
Mexico Baptist Church is 
open from 9 to 11:30 a.m. 
each Monday.

n Cave Springs Baptist 
Church between Lola and 
Joy in Livingston County 
offers food 24 hours a day, 
7 days week at its outdoor 
Blessing Box in front of the 
church.
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O’possum dinners anticipated events

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

With the traditional 
Thanksgiving Day meal 
on our tables 
this week, let’s 
take a fun look 
back to yester-
year at anoth-
er anticipat-
ed meal. Who 
knew the little 
wiry opossum 
was such a 
much-looked-
forward to 
meal.  

Tales of the 
‘possum also 
provided the 
subject for sev-
eral interesting 
and entertain-
ing articles that 
appeared in 
The Press many 
years ago.  From the ar-
chives of The Crittenden 
Press.

–––
Nov. 1893 - The Crit-

tenden Springs Hotel, 
the well-known and 
popular watering place 
in the early 1900s, en-
joyed hosting its yearly 
Thanksgiving Bird and 
‘Possum Supper.

It was a splendid affair. 
The ‘possum and tatters, 
was delicious beyond de-
scription; the quail-on-
toast was simply superb 
and the sulfur water was 
sweetened and otherwise 
prepared to gratify the 
taste of anybody and ev-
erybody.

Monday evening about 
dusk a party of 14 left 
Marion for Crittenden 
Springs upon invitation 
of Mr. James Smith, the 
manager of the Springs, 
to assist in the principal 
act of an ‘opossum and 
quail supper.

Opossums were 
there in all of their plen-
itude, and quails were 
there in coveys, and they 
were such ‘possums as 
only Crittenden Coun-
ty persimmons can fla-
vor for such occasions 
and quails as plump as 
they grow in that famous 
neighborhood.

The great dining room 
was festooned with the 
gay colors of the autumn 
leaves, wreathed with 
the wild vines, blushing 
with the first kisses of 
frost and smiled with the 
beauty of the wild woods.  

No homage over paid 
to salaried cook of king 
or potentate would do 
justice to the culinary 
arrangement of this oc-
casion.  Mrs. Smith and 
Mrs. Dulaney superin-

tended the preparation 
of opossums and quails, 

and pencil is 
too short to ad-
equately sing 
the praises of 
the delicious-
ness of such 
viands.

After the glo-
rious supper, 
properly lubri-
cated with ‘pos-
sum gravy, Mr. 
Ollie M. James 
was chosen to 
be toastmaster 
and gave an el-
oquent toast to 
the evening.

–––
Nov. 1921. 

A
‘Possum 

Hunt
‘Possum hunting has 

been a favorite pastime 
for the last few weeks, but 
the climax was reached 
Thursday evening when 
Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Cruce 
delightfully entertained 
about 20 guests at their 
beautiful home near 
Crayne.

After the hunt, the 
guests were taken to a 
cabin on the place where 
a huge old-fashioned 
wood fireplace welcomed 
them.  

Before this Mr. J. H. 
Orme, who was master 
of ceremonies and chief 
cook, had barbecued  
‘possum, steak, ducks 
and broiled bacon to a 
delicious doneness. No 
chef can excel Mr. Orme 
in the art of barbecuing.

In addition to the 
barbecue, chicken sal-
ad, pickles, wafers, on-
ions, candy, cake, coffee 
and cream was served. 
The guests present were 
Mr. and Mrs. Huston 
Orme, Mr. and Mrs. W. 
O. Tucker; Mesdames: 
Ruth Brown of Tolu; L. E. 
Guess and Niles Flanary; 
Misses Esther Barnett, 
Margurite Crider of Cal-
ifornia; Virginia Flanary 
and Messrs. Gene Guess, 
Earl Clement, Billy O. 
Moore, Virgil Threlkeld, 
Charles Cassady, Floyd 
Wheeler and Audrey 
Clark.

A wonderful time was 
had by all who attended 
and as they left, thanked 
the kind host for having 
them.

–––
Nov. 1903 – An

Unfortunate Juant
James Jennings, Cal-

vin Corley and Clarence 
Terry went on an o’pos-

sum and raccoon hunt 
last week.  

On the way they 
stopped to rest, sat their 
guns down and were jok-
ing each other about the 
incidents of the trip. 

Just at this time an 
old sow came along and 
the dogs started to chase 
her, when to the dismay 
of the party, she stamped 
and ran right through 
the crowd, the result of 
which was disastrous to 
two of the gentleman.  

In her rush through the 
camp she ran over the 
double barreled shotgun 
and it was discharged, 
one shot striking Mr. Cor-
ley in the toe and another 
striking Clarence Terry in 
the heel as he ran away 
down the hill, thinking a 
bear was after him.

 It is not known if the 
‘possums and raccoons 
of the vicinity put the old 
sow up to this trick or 
not, but the dogs were 
taken off their scent for 
this time anyway.

Dr. Frazer was called 
and dressed the wounds 
of the unfortunates, and 
they are on the high road 
to recovery, although 
pretty badly used up as a 
result of their experience.   

They all swear they 
will never hunt coons or 
o’possoms again, but will 
go after larger game, such 
as buffaloes or bears. 
Clarence Terry says there 
is not a bear in America 
as big as that old sow 
looked to him that dark 
night.

–––

Dec. 1904 – An
Opossum Mule

Farmers in this section 
proudly boast of their ex-
celled opossum curs, in 
fact they are very com-
mon things, but an opos-
sum mule, one that can 
actually scent a opossum, 
and, by its acute sense 
of smell, distinguish the 
slim-tailed specie from 
the other vermin of the 
wood – is something new 
under the sun.

The story of this tal-
ented quadruped is told 
by Mr. Larkin Hard, of 
near Frances, the truth 
of which he vouches for, 
his father having raised 
His Muleship, whose ge-
nealogy and character-
istics are matter of per-
sonal knowledge to our 
informant.  His name is 
Beck.

Beck is a very ordi-
nary, unpretentious sort 
of mule, with ears of av-
erage length. There is 
nothing in a name, how-

ever, for no less that 500 
mules in the county bear 
the same title. But this 
Beck enjoys an instinct 
that the common herd 
can’t boast of.

Beck was purchased 
of the elder Mr. Hard 
by George W. Parish, of 
Frances, at which time 
nothing was known of 
his canine qualities, and 
they were not discovered 
until one night when Mr. 
Parish rode Beck to ser-
vices at Caldwell Springs 
Church.

Nothing unusual oc-
curred until they were on 
their return trip, when 
at a certain point on the 
road Beck began pawing 
the earth, prancing and 
snorting and conducting 
himself in a manner that 
was greatly alien to his 
wonted disposition.  

Being somewhat sur-
prised at the usually doc-
ile Beck’s disorderly con-
duct, Mr. Parish at once 
began looking about to 
ascertain, if possible, the 
cause of the disturbance.  
When he spied on a fence 
nearby a large, fat opos-
sum, which he captured 
much to the pleasure of 
our hero of the trail, he 
proudly pranced around 
and expressed his joy in 
his own mulish fashion.

The next exhibition of 
this wonderful instinct 
was made when the fam-
ily, on hearing a com-
motion in a field near 
the house, went out and 
found our distinguished 
domestic triumphant-
ly trampling under foot 
an object of his mulish 
malevolence. The family 
rescued the captive and 
started from the field, 

with the captor bringing 
up the rear laughing as 
best a mule can laugh.

Again Beck’s enmi-
ty for Brer’ Possum was 
displayed again later 
when the brays of the 
former announced the 
fact to the Parish house-
hold that again there was 
something doing in the 
pasture, and surmising 
the trouble they hurried 
to the scene of action to 
find that Beck had an-
other of his unfortunate 
victims at bay in a per-
simmon tree.  

There are other in-
stances when persons 
have been riding on Beck 
and he would attempt 
leaving the road and 
taking to the wood, the 
cause of which is that he 
scented a trail crossing 
the road and his unex-
plainable characteristic 
gave him an inclination 
to follow it.  

Mr. Parish contem-
plates putting his opos-
sum mule on the trail 
to compete for honors 
with the best dogs in the 
county, and is confident 
that Beck will wear the 
blue ribbon.

–––
It’s fun to read these 

little entertaining articles 
and yet still learn some 
history of our county and 
of how our ancestors en-
joyed life in the simpler 
days.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

This ad appearing in The Crittenden Press in Novem-
ber 1920 tells how the ladies at Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A., had fixed a Thanksgiving supper for anyone 
that would like to come and have a good meal.

The star of our stories 
is the ‘Possum.  Not so 
much today, it once was 
popular for funny stories 
and some good eating.

Woman’s Club Officers 
Woman’s Club of Marion officers elected Nov 4 
and installed by GFWC Kentucky First District 
Governor Amy Mason (right) are (from left) are 
Carolyn Belt, Roberta Shoemaker, Susan Alexan-
der, Annie Rubino and Nancy Hunt. 
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for sale
Grass hay for sale, $6/bale. 
Breezy Acres, 202 Mt. 
Zion Church Rd., Marion. 
(13t-51-p)

wanted
Wanted: A live-in sitter, free 
rent, free utilities, very easy 
job sitting with elderly lady. 
Lots of time off if needed. 
(270) 704-0022. (2t-47-p)

lost
Lost: Jack Russell Terrier 
needs meds. Last seen 
near Cherry St. and Roch-
ester Ave in Marion. Please 
contact (270) 619-5152. 
(1t-47-p)

employment
Hiring caregiver for elderly 
man, must be vaccinat-
ed, $15/hour, Sundays 12 
hour shifts, 8 a.m.-8 p.m., 
and some fill-in days. (270) 
969-8130 or (270) 704-
3244. (3t-47-p)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking 
employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package, and advance-
ment opportunities.  Full-
time, part-time, and sub-
stitute positions available. 
MTC is an equal opportu-
nity employer-Minority/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran.  To 
view current openings and 
qualifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com.  “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (4t-47-p)
Reliable workers needed! 
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift 
positions available now!  
Strong Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $12 & up based 
on skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean 
ditches. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-47-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auc-
tion etc. in this newspaper 
plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

bid notice
The Crittenden County 
Schools will receive sealed 
proposals at the offices 
of the Crittenden County 
Board of Education, 601 
West Elm Street, Marion, 
KY., for the furnishing of 
all materials, tools, equip-
ment, labor and supervi-
sion required for the com-
pletion of “CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY SCHOOLS, 
FUTURE CRITTEN-
DEN COUNTY MIDDLE 
SCHOOL, PHASE 2 REN-
OVATIONS”.
Proposals will be received 
at the Crittenden County 
Board of Education, 601 
West Elm Street, Marion, 
KY until, but no later than, 
2:00 p.m., prevailing time, 
December 7, 2021, then 
opened and publicly read 
aloud.
A pre-bid conference will be 
held on November 30, at 
10 a.m., prevailing time, at 
the Crittenden County High 
School, 519-1/2 W. Gum 
Street, Marion. All bidders 
should plan on attending 
this meeting.
The Architect for the proj-
ect is RBS Design Group, 
P.S.C., 723 Harvard Drive, 
Owensboro, Kentucky 
42301 (Tele. 270/683-
1158). Plans may be ob-
tained from Maco-Evans-
ville Blue, 600 Court Street, 
Evansville, IN. (812/464-
8108).
A 5% Bid Security and 
100% Performance and 
Payment Bond are re-
quired for this project.
The scoring of bids/propos-
als is subject to Reciprocal 
Preference for Kentucky 
resident bidders.
The Owner reserves the 
right to accept or reject 
any or all bids and/or waive 
any informalities in bids re-
ceived where such accep-
tance, rejection, or waiver 
is considered to be in the 
best interest of the Owner. 
(1t-47-c) rbs
The Marion/Crittenden 
County 911 Board is now 
accepting a sealed Bid 
for the installment of one 
(1) Computer Aided Dis-
patch (CAD) Work Station 
and one (1) Administra-
tive Work Station. The Bid 
should include CAD and 
mapping software, CAD 
to E911 Interface, CAD to 
State Interface, CAD to 
Rapid SOS Interface and 
Imaging Software. Equip-
ment shall include but not 
be limited to Data Server, 
Network Area Storage, 
On-Site Training, current 
CAD records conversion, 
installation, configuration 
and 1st Year’s 24 x7 main-
tenance and support costs. 
The Server shall include 
manufacturer’s 5 year 24x7 
on-site warranty.  
Also accepting bids for: IT 
networking services, HVAC 
replacement & repair, Au-
dio recording software with 
integration from radio and 
phone, Motorola radio con-
soles, 911 dispatch console 
desks, 911 24/7 chairs, in-
dustrial shredder, and an 
industrial printer/fax/scan-
ner/copier. 
Bids shall be sealed and 
marked “Sealed Bids”.  All 
bids shall be in the Mari-

on/Crittenden County 911 
BoardOffice by 9:00 AM on 
December 10, 2021. The 
Bids may be mailed or de-
livered to the Marion/Crit-
tenden County 911 Board 
Office at 107 S. Main Street 
Marion, KY 42064.  Bids 
will be opened on Decem-
ber 13, 2021 at 9:00 AM at 
the 911 Board meeting. The 
Marion/Crittenden County 
911 Board Office reserves 
the right to refuse any and 
all sealed bids.  (1t-47-c)
The City of Marion has de-
clared the following item as 
surplus and herby place it 
up for public auction: 1983 
C-10 Chevy Truck 4X2 with 
roughly 82,000 miles, 8N 
Ford Tractor, 3000 Ford 
Tractor, Raygo Rebel 1-36 
Roller, 1985 S1600 Inter-
national Dump Truck, 1997 
Ford F250 4X2 with rough-
ly 172,000 miles, 1,000 gal-
lon water tank, Swanson 
Salt Spreader, Briggs 12.5 
HD Motor, Woods RM372 
Finishing Mower, Bush Hog 
Implement, Cycle Mow-
er Implement, 1985 GMC 
Step van, 2000-pound lift 
gate, 35 ft extended ladder 
and a 14 ft roof ladder.
The condition of all is as-is 
state, no warranty or repre-
sentations are made about 
the state of the equipment 
or vehicles.
These items may be re-
viewed Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 am to 4 
pm by calling the City Office 
at (270)965-2266.  The City 
will accept sealed bids on 
the above listed item until 4 
pm, Friday, December 17, 
2021 at which time sealed 
bids will be opened and 
read aloud. Please mark 
on the outside of the sealed 
envelope.  “Bid”.  For more 
information, contact Marion 
City Hall at (270 )965-2266. 
The City reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids 
and to waive any and all 
technicalities that may 
arise and take such action 
deemed in the best interest 
of the City.  (1t-47-c)

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on November 17, 2021 
Myrtle Adams of 510 Wal-
ton Calver Dr., Dawson 
Springs, Ky. 42408 and 
Claudia Norris of 12061 
Nortonville Rd., Dawson 
Springs, Ky. 42408 was ap-
pointed co-executrixes with 
will annexed of Judy Ann 
Hunt, deceased, whose 
address was 808 East De-
pot St., Marion, Ky. 42064. 
Hon. Rebecca Johnson, 
P.O. Box 415, Marion, Ky. 
42064, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby certified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
co-executrixes with will an-
nexed on or before the 17th 
day of May, 2022 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date shall 
be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts imme-
diately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-47-c)
Notice is hereby given that 
on November 17, 2021 
Michael Stephen Conger 
of 105 Circle Dr., Marion, 
Ky. 42064 was appointed 
administrator of Lillie Ann 
Conger, deceased, whose 
address was 249 North Ma-
ple St., Marion, Ky. 42064.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administrator on or before 
17th day of May, 2022 and 
all claims not so proven 
and presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
meidately. 

Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-47-p)

statewides
ASSISTED LIVING

Looking for assisted living, 
memory care, or indepen-
dent living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the process 
of finding senior living at 
no cost to your family. Call 
1-833-430-2368  today!

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Watch your 
favorite live sports, news 
and entertainment any-
where. More top premium 
channels than DISH. Re-
strictions apply. Call IVS - 
1-866-292-5435
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift 
Card. FREE Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-633-4574
EDUCATION/TRAINING

COMPUTER & IT TRAIN-
ING PROGRAM! Train ON-
LINE to get the skills to be-
come a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! 
Grants and Scholarships 
available for certain pro-
grams for qualified appli-
cants. Call CTI for details! 
855-856-1784
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Be-
come a Medical Office Pro-
fessional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 
855-813-7817
Attention Active Duty & 
Military Veterans! Begin a 
new career and earn your 
Degree at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medical train-
ing available for Veterans 
& Families! To learn more, 
call 855-496-0165
TRAIN ONLINE to do 
Medical billing! Become 
a Medical Office Profes-
sional online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months! Call 
855-610-1709. The Mis-
sion, Program Information 
and Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.edu/con-
sumer-information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolute-
ly free. 1-855-685-9465
Credit Card Debt Relief! 
Reduce payment by up 
to 50%! Get one LOW af-
fordable payment/month. 
Reduce interest. Stop calls.  
FREE no-obligation consul-
tation Call 833-458-0959
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

GROCERY
ENJOY 100% guaranteed, 
delivered-to-the-door Oma-
ha Steaks! Get 8 FREE Fi-
let Mignon Burgers! Order 
The Delightful Gift this holi-
day season- ONLY $99.99.  
Call 1-855-502-1299 and 
mention code 65658PAB 
or visit www.omahasteaks.
com/thegift1177
HELP WANTED – TRUCK 

DRIVERS
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .60 cpm w/ option to 
make .70 cpm for Class A 
CDL Flatbed Drivers, Excel-
lent Benefits, Home Week-
ends, Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Replace your roof with the 

best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer - $500 Discount + Ad-
ditional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 
1st responders.) Call Erie 
Metal Roofs: 1-888-306-
0302
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior & Mil-
itary Discounts available.  
Call: 844-266-1122

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041

MEDICAL
VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 
100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 888-472-0125.
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!  Nearly in-
visible, fully rechargeable 
IN-EAR NANO hearing 
aids priced thousands less 
than competitors!  45-day 
trial! 855-491-9600

MISCELLANEOUS
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254

HughesNet Satellite Inter-
net – Finally, no hard data 
limits! Call today for speeds 
up to 25mbps as low as 
$59.99/mo! $75 gift card, 
terms apply. 1-844-759-
0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-
610-0053
ATTENTION HOME-
OWNERS!! YOU CAN 
PROTECT YOUR APPLI-
ANCES AND SYSTEMS. 
For just a little more than 
a $1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294
Cable Price Increase 
Again? Switch To DI-
RECTV & Save + get a 
$100 visa gift card! Get 
More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-844-959-4732

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICE

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky
NEW AUTHORS WANT-
ED! Page Publishing will 
help you self-publish your 
own book. FREE author 
submission kit! Limited of-
fer! Why wait? Call now: 
844-843-6552.
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or 
less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each 
word over the initial 20. Run 
the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. 
Now, all regular classified ads 
are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no 
extra charge.
You can also reach more than 
one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified 
department for more 
information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 
newspapers for only $250.
It is the policy of The 
Crittenden Press Inc., to fully 
comply with the Fair Housing 
Act and to never knowingly 
publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of 
race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, disability or 
family status. If you believe 
an advertisement published 
in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for 
ads on this page are within 
the 270 area code unless 
otherwise noted.



STAFF REPORT
A Marion woman is

going to prison for sev-
eral years after pleading
guilty to nearly running
over Marion Police Chief
Ray O’Neal in early Sep-
tember and crashing into
his police cruiser before
taking officers on a high-
speed chase across town.
Sebrina Jones Adams,

34, was sentenced last
Thursday in Crittenden
Circuit Court to a total of
15 years on a variety of
felony, misdemeanor and
traffic violations. The
charges included felonies
for first-degree fleeing or
evading police, two
counts of wanton endan-
germent of a police offi-
cer, first-degree wanton
endangerment and leav-
ing the scene of an acci-
dent. There were more
than two dozen charges
in all filed against
Adams, including eight
counts of running a stop
sign, reckless driving,
driving on a DUI sus-
pended license and tres-
passing. A more serious
charge of attempted
murder of a police officer
was dismissed in return
for a plea.
Adams was on proba-

tion when the incident
occurred in Marion on
Sept. 1. The incident
began on Highland Circle
and escalated to a chase
at speeds around 100

mph through town. Po-
lice called off the chase,
citing the risk to public
safety, and Adams got
away. She was arrested a
few days later in another
county.
Adams’ probation in

other previous cases has
been revoked and she
has nine years to serve
from additional crimes in
Henderson and Critten-
den counties. She has
yet to be sentenced in an
unrelated McCracken
County case. All of the
prison time in those
cases will run consecu-
tive to the new 15-year
term handed down last
week, meaning Adams is
facing more than 24
years behind bars.
Commonwealth Attor-

ney Zac Greenwell told
Circuit Judge Rene
Williams that he’d con-
sulted with the police
chief with regard to the
plea offer in the case. The
prosecutor said O’Neal
was in agreement with
the offer.
In other cases before

the circuit court last
week:
•Dakota D. Hunter, 24,

had his probation re-
voked for being arrested
in Tennessee and failing
to properly report to his
probation officer. Hunter
was originally convicted
on a 2020 charge of first-
degree disorderly con-

duct and resisting arrest.
He was ordered to jail to
begin serving the un-
served balance of his
original sentence, which
is about five months.
•Sammy D. Lovell II,

44, of Marion pleaded
guilty to first-degree flee-
ing or evading police in a
motor vehicle and oper-
ating an off-road vehicle
on private or public land
without consent. He was
sentenced to 18 months
on the felony fleeing
charge and 12 months
on the misdemeanor traf-
fic offense. The term will
run concurrent for a total
of 18 months. However,
the judge said the sen-

tence would be consecu-
tive to any time he re-
ceives in an unrelated
pending case in Webster
County.
•Terry Dorris, 48,

pleaded guilty to felony
first-degree possession of
a controlled substance
(methamphetamine) and
misdemeanor charges of
possession of marijuana
and possession of drug
paraphernalia. He was
sentenced to one year on
the meth charge, 45 days
on the pot charge and 12
months for possession of
drug paraphernalia. All
time will run concurrent
for a one-year sentence. 

Christmastime
events, activities
gearing up now

It’s beginning to look
like the start of Christ-
mas season around the
area. Here are some
holiday events and ac-
tivities you’ll want to
know about:
•Marion Christmas Pa-
rade on Main Street
starting at 5 p.m., on
Saturday, Dec. 4. En-
tries should be submit-
ted by Nov. 26.
•Fredonia’s Christmas
Parade will be held at 6
p.m., on Friday, Dec. 3.
•The Christmas Parade
in Salem will be at 5:30
p.m., Saturday, Nov. 27.
•Community Christmas
will come to a climax
early next month and
organizers are looking
for adult volunteers to
help set up for distribu-
tion at from 9 a.m.,
until 4 p.m., on Thurs-
day, Dec. 16 at Marion
Baptist Church Family
Life Center.
•Distribution for Com-
munity Christmas will
be 9 a.m., to 4 p.m.,
Thursday, Dec. 16 and
from 9 a.m., until noon
on Friday, Dec. 17 at
Marion Baptist Church.

Here’s how to help
holiday programs,
community christmas
Community Christmas

has about 60 families
registered for the holi-
day fundraising and
distribution program.
Volunteers are busy
distributing angel tree
tags to sponsors, or-
dering food for food
boxes, and organizing
toy and gift drives, said
Brandie Ledford, one of
the organizers.

“Community Christ-
mas wouldn't be possi-
ble without all of these
people taking time out
of their schedules to
work on this important
project,” she said.

Here is a list of up-
coming toy and gift
drives that benefit
Community Christmas
recipients in Crittenden
County. 
•Cash Express Toy and
Coat Drive - Donate
new toys and coats at
Cash Express now

through Dec. 15. Coats
will be matched with
kids in need through
the Heart to Heart Fam-
ily Resource Center at
Crittenden County
Schools. 
•Stuff the Cruiser is
scheduled for Dec. 9 at
Darben Plaza parking
lot. Marion Asst. Police
Chief Bobby West will
be at Cash Express for
the annual Stuff the
Cruiser event on that
day. New toys will be
accepted and they will
be distributed through
the Community Christ-
mas program.
•Stuff the Bus will be in
front of CCHS on Dec.
15. Donations are being
accepted of teen items
like hats, mittens, body
care products, cologne
and perfume, art sup-
plies and just about
anything teens would
like in their stockings. 

Donors may also
make cash contribu-
tions to Community
Christmas at Farmers
Bank. Cash donations
help fund grocery store
gift cards for family and
senior households as
well as teen gift vouch-
ers to local stores. All
monetary donations
stay in the community
to be spent at local
stores through the
Community Christmas
voucher program.

Cutter & Cash help
decorate historic
Monroe homeplace
Cash and Cutter Sin-

gleton of the local Blue-
grass band Classy and
Grassy were invited last
week to participate in
decorating the home of

the late Bill Monroe, a
legendary pioneer of
bluegrass, in Ohio
County.

The boys’ band per-
formed there, at
Jerusalem Ridge, in
September.

“They fell in love with
the farm and rambled
the hills, hollers and
creeks while we camped
there on Festival week-
end,” said their mother,
Shelley Singleton. She
said the boys cherish
the opportunity to learn
about and preserve
bluegrass music’s rich
history.

Based on their inter-
est in the Monroe
homeplace, the Ohio
County Tourism Com-
mission and Bill Monroe
Foundation invited the
Singleton boys to par-
ticipate in holiday
preparations, including
hanging of the green.

The Homeplace is
open to tourists sea-
sonally, with the last
date being Dec. 10 this
year. On the evening of
Dec. 10, a Christmas
party with live blue-
grass music and light
refreshments will take
place. The party is lim-
ited to 32 guests. The
Homeplace is visited
each year by people
from all over the world.  

Cash has also been
approached about por-
traying a young Bill
Monroe for a project
the tourist attraction is
working on for next fall.

Classy and Grassy 
performed at the Lin-
coln Jamboree last
weekend and will be
back in Gatlinburg this
weekend. The group is
also planning to host
another Old Kentucky
Hayride at Marion’s
Fohs Hall on Feb. 12.

heady attends
judges’ college

District Court Judge
Daniel Heady who
serves Crittenden, Web-
ster and Union coun-
ties, recently attended
the District Judges Fall
College in Lexington. 

Judges usually meet
once a year for a judi-
cial college but this was
their second program
this year. They had a
college in June to catch
up after their 2020 col-

lege was canceled due
to COVID.

“Because district
judges oversee a broad
spectrum of cases, it’s
important to stay cur-
rent on the issues af-
fecting those who come
before us in court,” said
Jefferson District Judge
David P. Bowles, who
was elected president
of the Kentucky District
Judges Association at
the college. “This col-
lege offered timely ses-
sions on everything
from substance abuse
and immigration to do-
mestic violence and
DUIs.”

The judges learned
about the increase in
methamphetamine use
and attended a session
on the recovery capital
model, a comprehen-
sive approach to help-
ing people with
substance use disorder
gain and maintain re-
covery. In addition, sev-
eral law enforcement
officers from Jefferson-
town shared their expe-
riences with substance
abuse and drug traf-
ficking cases.

Holiday driving tips
With the holidays

quickly approaching,
the Kentucky Trans-
portation Cabinet’s
(KYTC) Office of High-
way Safety (KOHS) is
sending Thanksgiving
travelers important life-
saving reminders –
buckle up and put the
phone down.

“The upcoming holi-
day is one of the
busiest travel times of
the year, so we’re ask-
ing Kentuckians to ex-
tend their commitment
to safety and health
onto our roadways,”
said Gov. Andy Beshear.
“We believe that if all
drivers practice these
two simple behaviors –
buckle up, and put the
phone down – lives will
be saved.”

Each year in Kentucky
distracted driving re-
sults in more than
50,000 crashes, more
than 15,000 injuries
and approximately 200
deaths. So, put down
the phone and refrain
from distracted driving
behaviors such as tex-
ting, emailing and
phone chats. 
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Children’s Programs
Story Hour with Ms. Melissa is held Fridays 10 a.m.

Take your preschool-age children to the library to lis-
ten to stories and do early literacy activities. It is held
in the meeting room this winter with social distancing
as much as possible. Programs may be recorded and
posted on Facebook if there is a high incidence of
community spread or a library closure due to the
pandemic. Register at the library and get notified
about story hour plans on the Remind App. There will
be no Story Hour on Nov. 26, Dec. 24 or Dec. 31.
We Believe in Christmas Book Signing with Betty

Brantley. There will be a special appearance by Santa
and Mrs. Claus at this event on Dec. 11 at 10 a.m.
Join the library in welcoming local author Betty
Brantley and purchase a signed copy of her new
book, “We Believe in Christmas.” This will be a photo
opportunity for little ones sitting on Santa’s lap.
Adult Programs
Tech Help with Carol  is held Thursdays 10 a.m.,

to noon. Need help figuring out how to use your com-
puter or how to download eBooks and digital audio-
books? Get help from Carol Harrison in the library on
Thursday mornings. There will be no tech help on
Nov. 25 or Dec. 23 and 30.
Brown Bag Book Club at 11:30 a.m., Dec. 22. Bring

your lunch for this noontime book discussion. Dis-
cussion will center on the book of the month as well
as other books everyone is reading.
Family Programs
The Polar Express Downtown Story Walk begins

Nov. 27 and runs through Dec. 31. Pick up a map for
the annual downtown story walk starting the week-
end after Thanksgiving and stroll the streets of Mar-
ion with your family reading The Polar Express by
Chris Van Allsburg is on storefront windows. This
story walk program was a big hit last year. Bundle up
and make plans to walk and read the book this year,
too. Start at the Crittenden County Public Library to
pick up your map. If the library is closed, just snap a
picture on your cell phone of the map on the front
door.
Holiday Countdown Crafts is held at 10 a.m., Tues-

days and Thursdays from Nov. 30 through Dec. 21.
Need ideas for holiday decorations and gifts? Vist the
library to make things with Mrs. Brandie and Ms.
Melissa and mark some things off your holiday to-do
list. All supplies will be provided. Take a friend and
maybe some treats to share.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY LIBRARY EVENTS

Attempted murder charge dropped,
but local woman gets long sentence
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50 YEARS AGO
November 25, 1971
n Nathan Brantley Jr. har-
vested a six-point, 105-
pound buck. 
n Debra Collins and Chip
Wight were winners in the
4-H King and Queen con-
test as they represented
the Four Leaf Clover
Club. 

25 YEARS AGO
November 28, 1996
n Winners in the second
annual Winter Wonderland
Pageant at Fohs Hall
were: Boys (0-12 months)
Cameron McDaniel, Travis
Anthony-Paul Patterson,
runner-up; (2-4 years)
Gavin Heady; Girls (0-12
months) Kenyon Fox, and
Amber Wright, runner-up;
(13-23 months) McKenzie
Frailex, Davana Head, first
runner-up, and Olivia Lee
Scott, second runner-up;
(2-4 years) Hope Nicole
Sherrell, Katilin Maynard,
first runner-up, Cortni
Head, second runner-up
and Katie Travis, third run-
ner-up; (5-7 years),
Bethany Heaton; (8-11
years) Abby Mechelle
Wright; (15 years and up)
Susan Collins, Tabitha

Hendrix, first runner-up,
Darci Holeman, second
runner-up and Andrea
Belt, third runner-up. 
n The elementary, middle
and high school chess
teams earned first place
trophies at the Murray
Scholastic Tournament. 

10 YEARS AGO
November 24, 2011
n The Crittenden County
Rocket football team held
its annual banquet. Award
winners were Austen
Chambliss, coach’s award,
senior award; Elliot Day,
determination award, sen-
ior award; Travis Gilbert,
most improved defensive
player; Bryce Willis, iron
man award, most valuable
player award, The Critten-
den Press-Paul E. Mick
Leadership award, Rocket
captain award, senior
award; Bobby Knox, most
valuable defensive player
award, tackling points
leader award; Zach Tins-
ley; junior varsity offensive
MVP award, junior varsity
defensive MVP award,
110-percent award; Korey
Mayes, perfect attendance
award, solid Rocket
award, senior award,
coach’s award; Micah Hol-
loman, most improved
special team player award,

most valuable special
team player award, record
setters award; Brenden
Phillips, 110-percent
award; Wes Evers, senior
award; Dugan Overfield,
perfect attendance award,
junior varsity captain
award; Grant Gardner,
Greg “Dozer” Belt award,
most valuable offensive
player, most improved of-
fensive player; Stephon
Cozart, R.B.I. leader
award, Rocket captain
award, most valuable line-
man award, Marion Feed
Mill-Rocket Grit Iron
award. 
n Marion Central Dis-
patching hired Nicole Wat-
son and Cheryl Fox as
part-time E-911 dispatch-
ers. 
n Three Rivers Rock
Quarry between Burna
and Smithland received its
fifth Sentinels of Safety
Award from the Mine
Safety and Health Admin-
istration. 
n The Crittenden County
Middle School Homecom-
ing Court was as follows:
6th grade Duke and
Duchess Logan Belt and
McKinzie Simpkins, 7th
grade Prince and Princess
Ethan Hunt and Francesca
Pierce and 8th grade King
and Queen Alex Maynard
and Autumn Jones. 

LBL COMMUNICATIONS DEPT.
An intensive, four-year

pursuit of an elusive
buck dubbed
“Sasquatch” at Land Be-
tween the Lakes National
Recreation Area (LBL)
ended in celebratory
tears, hugs and shared
joy between father and
son. Like its namesake,
glimpses of this 16-point
deer were only captured
in grainy trail cam pho-
tos until a recent deer
quota hunt.

On that fateful Novem-
ber morning, Bobby Car-
nine and son, Jacob,
both of Benton, had the
hunt of a lifetime to-
gether, with Bobby de-
scribing it as “the
greatest memory of my
life.” This moment was
decades in the making,
as this father and son
duo have been hunting
public lands together for
over 20 years. 

“The best memories I’ve
ever had were of us hunt-
ing, including this hunt,”
said Jacob. “My dad
taught me to enjoy the
hunt more than any-
thing. Hunting is a family
thing for us, and spend-
ing time with family is
the biggest thing.”

Bobby has been on a
quest for the buck he
named “Sasquatch” since
finding its shed at LBL in
2017. That discovery led
to a year-round obses-
sion, with Bobby collect-
ing trail camera photos,
sheds, and diligently
tracking and mapping
the monster buck’s
movements for four
years. All of his patience,
diligence and passion for
this deer finally paid off,
with his son at his side.

There wasn’t much
time to savor the first, in-
the-flesh view they had of
the seemingly mythical
buck when it flashed be-
fore their tree stands.
They saw a doe, and then
a spike, run by. Then

came the sounds of
“Sasquatch” crashing
through the forest, run-
ning close behind. When
they realized who was
about to cross their path,
Bobby felt “a train of
emotions.” Bobby quickly
whispered to his son,
“You better get ready.” 

Within seconds, Jacob
fired a successful shot at
75 yards. The beast was
no longer a tale of mere
legend, but now part of a
family story that will be
told for years to come.
“Words can’t even de-
scribe the experience, we
hugged and had tears in
our eyes. It was one of
the best hunts ever, and
I am so glad my dad was
there,” said Jacob.

Bobby and his sons
hunt regularly on public
land, both near home at
LBL and around the
country. “Hunting LBL
can be frustrating, as it’s
more challenging,” said

Jacob.
His father agreed, call-

ing LBL a hard but enjoy-
able place to hunt, and
one with benefits
through persistence.
“Work harder than every-
one else. And when it
hurts and you’re about to
give up, you’re almost
there,” said Bobby. Both
agreed that the work and
challenges that come
with hunting on public
land make the payoff
even better.

LBL provides over
170,000 acres of diverse
wildlife habitat and ex-
cellent hunting opportu-
nities, and
non-consumptive uses.
The Carnine’s monster
buck is a testimony of
the success in active
management techniques
on the local landscape.  It
is also considered a re-
sult of removal of Bonus
Bucks tags at LBL in re-
cent years.

Jacob Carnine with “Sasquatch” and sheds he had col-
lected since 2017.

Fascinating 4-year quest for buck ends

MILLIKAN
Continue from page 1

the show came as a re-
sult of Paducah and
Jinju being sister cities,
of sorts. Both are desig-
nated as a UNESCO Cre-
ative City of Crafts and
Folk Art. With such sta-
tus, cities invite artists
from other countries in
the network for shows
and festivals. In 2018,
she was one of 20 Padu-
cah artists who attended
a UNESCO festival in
Mexico. She collaborated
with Paducah Chef Sara
Bradley and made hand-
dyed indigo napkins for a
dinner at the festival.
There are only nine U.S.
cities with the UNESCO
Creative City designa-
tion. The National Quilt
Museum in Paducah was
the icing on the cake, as
Millikan puts it, for Pad-
ucah’s designation as a
NESCO Creative City.

“UNESCO is super
prestigious and one of
those things that can be
hard to advertise,” Mil-
likan explains. “It is a
network that is really im-
portant.

“The fact that I can
travel from Kentucky to
Korea and have conver-
sations with people from
Bulgaria and Estonia....
They might bring artwork
here, so it is obvious how

important it is.” She was
a participant of an inter-
national roundtable of
artists during the event.

She said the UNESCO
Creative City network
connects people across
the globe with a common
thread, allowing art from
around the world to land
in Paducah.

Her job as the director
of the Yeiser Art
Center allows her to give
local artists opportuni-
ties and also bring inter-
national shows to
western Kentucky.

Millikan is excited
about the potential to
share her love of the arts
in Marion. She a member
of the board of directors
of Marion’s Community
Arts Foundation.

“I would love to see
more visual art shows,”
she said. “I know there
have been a lot of oppor-
tunities with music and
theater, and I am very
pro art in the commu-
nity. Whether it is public
art or murals, art instal-
lations people can see
that beautify our com-
munity are great oppor-
tunities for people to see
the different kinds of ma-
terials or different kinds
of interactive projects
that form exhibitions.”

Like everything else,
COVID-19 has put a
pause on arts and enter-

tainment, but Millikan is
excited for a break from
the pandemic in order to
see where she can help
bring art to a community
she now calls home.

Millikan, 37, grew up
in South Dakota and at-
tended college as a non-
traditional student at the
Kansas City Art Institute. 

She describes growing
up in a poor, DIY family.
Her father was a wood-
worker, her mother grew
plants and canned. Her
dad also was a weaver, so
she saw people making
things with their hands.
That planted a seed for
her career as an artist.

“When I was younger I
didn’t know you could do
this as a career,” she
said. “I grew up in rural
places like Marion so
there weren’t a whole lot
of opportunities. When I
moved to Kansas City I
could see more possibili-
ties.”

Art school gave her ex-
perience in ceramics,
painting and print-mak-
ing, but today her most
common form of art is
textiles. She is in the
process of setting up a
studio on the south side
of Marion where she can
use her loom, sewing ma-
chines and store fabrics
that could become the
centerpiece of her next
international exhibition.

HOUSE
Continued from page 1
Frankfort,” Bechler said.
“I’m a proud conserva-
tive, and protecting gun
rights and the sanctity of
life while fighting for bal-
anced budgets, lower
taxes and better schools
makes a difference for
our communities. I’m
looking forward to the
coming campaign be-
cause our constituents

deserve the best possible
representation and I’m
excited to keep fighting
for them in Frankfort.”

Bechler lives near Dy-
cusburg with his wife of
more than 50 years,
Kathleen.

Driver said he’s always
been dedicated to public
service. That’s why he
joined the Marines
shortly after turning 18.
An automobile accident
left him with lasting in-

juries that promoted his
early retirement from the
military.

“My desire to serve is
still there, but it’s now in
different capacities,” he
said. “I decided to run
after talking with several
people and community
leaders who told me they
wanted more support
from Frankfort.”

More about each can-
didate is available at
their social media sites.
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BASKETBALL
Season tickets on sale
Season tickets for Crittenden

County High School boys' and girls'
basketball are on sale now for $38.
These are general admission seats
and not chair-back seating. Those
have already been sold out. Tickets
are available at the web-based sales
platfrom TicketLeap. A link is provided
at The Press Online.

Upcoming Games
Monday
MS girls host Trigg County
Tuesday
MS boys host Union Coounty
Rockets host Union County
Lady Rockets host UHA

SOCCER
Guess is team MVP
Crittenden County High School’s

soccer team recently held its post-
season awards ceremony. Pictured
above is coach Jessica DeBurgo and
MVP Taylor Guess. Other awards
presented were as follows:
Golden Leg Award - Taylor Guess 
Most Versatile - Emilee Russelburg
Offensive Award - Lizzie Campbell
Defensive Award - Lyli Wesmolan
Most Improved - Bailey Williams
Leadership Award - Leah Long
Citizenship Award - Maggie Blazina

CROSS COUNTRY
Martinez, McCord MVPs
Crittenden County High School’s

cross country team recently held its
post-season awards ceremony. Fol-
lowing are the featured awards pre-
sented by the team: 
Mary Martinez - high school MVP
Ella Geary - middle school MVP
Jayden Gibson - middle school MVP   
Asa McCord - high school MVP
Landon Starkey - Resilency Award      

OUTDOORS
Deer harvest No. 5
Deer hunters in Crittenden County

had harvested about 1,350 deer dur-
ing the moden firearm season as of
early this week. The season’s total
harvest with all weapon types was
1,871, which is No. 5 in the state.

Free bobcat permit
New this year for hunters is a free
bobcat permit, which is now required
for hunters. You can get one online or
where licenses are sold. The permit is
necessary to hunt or shoot a bobcat.
Bobcat season opened last weekend
and runs through Feb. 28. 

Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up: 
Deer archery            Sept. 4 - Jan. 17
Turkey archery         Sept. 4 - Jan. 17
Deer crossbow       Sept. 18 - Jan. 17
Raccoon hunt            Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer gun                 Nov. 13 - Nov. 28
Turkey crossbow     Nov. 13 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Raccoon trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Quail                        Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Rabbit                      Nov. 15 - Feb. 10
Bobcat trap              Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Fox hunt/trap           Nov. 15 - Feb. 28
Dove                         Nov. 25 - Dec. 5
Duck                        Nov. 25 - Nov. 28
Canada goose         Nov. 25 - Feb. 15
Bobcat hunt             Nov. 27 - Feb. 28
Turkey shotgun         Dec. 4 - Dec. 10
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Deer muzzleloader            Dec. 11-19
Dove                          Dec. 18 - Jan. 9
Deer youth                             Jan. 1-2
Coyote                            Year Round

BASEKTBALL
CCMS Results

7th GRADE BOYS
Crittenden 41, Trigg County 39
CCMS Scoring: Garner Stallins
12, Davis Perryman 6, Colt Bailey
10, Hudson Stokes 6, Jacob Em-
brey 7.

Caldwell 39, Crittenden 10
CCMS Scoring: Garner Stallins 7,
Jacob Embrey 2, Hudson Stokes
1.

8th GRADE BOYS
Trigg County 46, Crittenden 30
CCMS Scoring: Bryson Walker 16,
Levi Suddoth 2, Brayden Poindex-
ter 3, Quinn Summers 1, Caleb
Riley 4, Garner Stallins 4.

Caldwell 36, Crittenden 25
CCMS Scoring: Bryson Walker 9,
Levi Suddoth 8, Brayden Poindex-
ter 6, Caleb Riley 2.

8th GRADE GIRLS
Crittenden 44, Caldwell 23

CCMS Scoring: Anna Boone 10, El-
liot Evans 18, Chloe Hunt 2, Elle Mc-
Daniel 7, Andrea Federico 2,
Georgia Holeman 5.

Crittenden 42, Lyon 30
CCMS Scoring: Boone 12, Evans
7, Hunt 2, McDaniel 6, Federico 7,
Holeman 8.

7th GRADE GIRLS
Crittenden 25, Caldwell 17

CCMS Scoring: Jordyn Hodge 8,
Abigale Champion 6, Alexis Smith 2,
Morgan Stewart 3, Charlee Munday
6.

Lyon 46, Crittenden 38
CCMS Scoring: Hodge 8, Smith 2,
Stewart 11, Munday 13, Alexis
Mattingly 4.

Crittenden County Middle School Basketball

STAFF REPORT
A shortage of referees and umpires is

affecting local scholastic, recreational
and travel sports across the region,
state and country. 
Since the pandemic began, fewer and

fewer new officials are joining the ranks
and more are quitting.
One local couple has found that they

can spend quality time together and
earn extra money. The unique tandem
was officiating a middle school basket-
ball game last week in Marion. The hus-
band and wife team of Jeff and Misty
Porter are no strangers to local athlet-
ics. They played sports in high school
at Crittenden and Livingston Central,
respectively, and have raised  children
who were very active in scholastic
sports.
Now, their  distinctive work as a self-

contained referee crew is quite unique
and might be an inspiration for other
families to get involved with officiating.
“I get to call two or three games a sea-

son with Jeff in basketball. I enjoy it be-
cause we hash out the game on the way
home or test each other on rules on the
way to the game,” said Misty.
“Officiating allows me to be involved

with sports which I love and to be part
of a team with my fellow officials. In the
last few years it has become very spe-
cial as I get to share my hobby of offici-
ating with my wife,” said Jeff, a 1986
graduate of Crittenden County High
School.
“I’ve always loved sports,” Misty adds.

“I played softball and basketball since
the age of five. I’ve always wanted to
continue to be involved in basketball
even after my career of basketball was
over. I umpired some when I was in
high school with little league in Liv-
ingston. I’ve been a player, coach,
sports mom and now a high school of-
ficial. I’ve seen all sides.”
There have been some truly memo-

rable moments with them together on
the court. 
“The last one was when I was picked

to call my very first regional game. It

was at Murray State on the floor at the
CFSB Center, and it was with Jeff. I
loved it,” Misty explains.
Her husband, who had been in offici-

ating for many years and has called
high school state championship
games, encouraged Misty to get in-
volved.
“I love to see athletes grow into young

adults on the floor from year to year. It’s
not always easy but for the most part I
do enjoy it. Jeff actually was the one to
tell me, ‘Just try it,’” she said. “When I
did start officiating, both basketball
and softball, I fell in love with it.”
Last year, the couple was on the floor

at the same time officiating a regional
tournament in the First Region.
“We enjoy sports and officiating al-

lows us to spend time together while
enjoying a hobby. We get into discus-
sions of rules and game situations
which makes us better at what we do,”
said Jeff. “We get to call some games to-
gether and when we do we treat each
other just like another official, not as a
married couple. A highlight of our offi-
ciating career was when Misty got to of-
ficiate her first high school regional
tournament at Murray State. I was

lucky enough to be on the floor with her
as her partner. She did an awesome
job. We are very blessed to get to do
what we do.”
High school officials are in great de-

mand right now and there are various
reasons individuals want to get involved
with refereeing and umpiring.
“Being a high school official allows us

to be role models for the youth,” said
Matt Bell, an assigning secretary for
Second Region high school officials. “It
is a great way to stay connected to the
game and allows you to earn some
extra income and your hours can be
flexible.”
Most importantly, said Bell, who is a

Webster County school administrator,
“We can protect the integrity of the
game our kids love to play and help
teenagers learn life lessons that will
benefit them for a lifetime.”
The Second Region Pennyrile Um-

pires Association is looking for umpires
for the 2021 and 2022 season.  The re-
gion is made up of the Fifth, Sixth, Sev-
enth and Eighth districts and spans
from Henderson to Fort Campbell.  
If interested in umpiring any sport,

email matt.bell@webster.kyschools.us
or call 270-871-6956 for more informa-
tion. Association meetings will begin in
January.
The National Federal of High Schools

has begun a nationwide campaign to
recruit officials. It recently said the
shortage has reached a “critical level”
and could affect schedules, forcing
teams to cancel games in some in-
stances.

Middle school girls Andrea Federico and Anna Boone
wrestle the ball away from Lone Oak (above left) and
CCMS seventh-grader Isaac James (right) guards the paint
against Livingston County. Middle schoolers will end their
regular season next week. The playoffs are in December.

An Official Couple
Porters mutually enjoy officiating gig

CAN YOU MAKE THE CALL?
If interested in being a paid referee or
umpire in any scholastic sport, email
matt.bell@webster.kyschools.us or call
270-871-6956 for more information. As-
sociation meetings will begin in January.

Jeff and Misty Porter have found a com-
mon interest as sports officials.

Crittenden County High
School’s basketball cheer-
leading squad includes
(front from left) are Hadlee
Rich, Raina Jo West, Callie
Brown, Emma Waters,
(second row) Kayleigh
Weathers, Haylee Jackson,
Laken Hunt, Kara Fulker-
son, Emilee Sizemore,
Brilee Crittendon, G’Anna
Sizemore, Destiny Reed,
(back) coach Sadie
Sanders, Hattie Hatfield,
Aliyah Maraman, Rachel
Mundy, Makayla Ford,
Jenna Maxfield, Payton
Maness, Haylee Perrin,
Abbey Swinford, and assis-
tant coach Wendy Williams.

Crittenden County High
School’s volleyball team
held its awards ceremony
last weekend. Among those
honored were MVP Riley
Smith, Offensive Award
winners Addy Kirby, Sofie
Watson and Carly Porter,
Defense Award winner
Jaylee Champion, Ace
Award winner Sofie Wat-
son, Block Award winner
Payton Hall, Rocket Award
winner Addy Kirby, Charac-
ter Award winner Payton
Hall, Assist Award winner
Riley Smith and Senior
Award recipient Addy Kirby. 

JV awards presented
were MVP Hannah Mott,
Offense Payton Hall and
Katie Perryman, Defense
Mary Rachel Stephens, As-
sists Kiley Croft, Most Im-
proved Brooke Winstead
and Character Aubre
Conyer.

Freshman awards pre-
sented were to MVP Lilah
Sherer, Offense Lacey
Boone, Defense Riley
Kirby, Most Improved Mae-
son Martin and Hannah
Jent and Character Award
Braelynn Pate.

Among the awards winners at last weekend’s volleyball banquet were
(from left) Jaylee Champion, Riley Smith, Sophie Watson, Carly Porter
and Addy Kirby.

Volleyball awards presented
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The 2021-22 Lady Rocket basketball players are (front from left) manager Alyssa Woodall, Addie Hatfield, Taylor Guess, Grace Driskill, Natalie Boone, Hannah Long,
manager Kady Parrish, (back) coach Shannon Hodge, manager Brianna Walker, Georgia Holeman, Andrea Federico, Madison Walker, Anna Boone, Jaylen Tapp, Bristyn
Rushing, Chloe Hunt, Elliot Evans, Elle McDaniel, assistant coaches Bristyn Prowell and Jessie Mathieu.

Lady Rockets mix youth with proven
scoring to set sights high in 2Region
STAFF REPORT
The composition of Shannon

Hodge’s 29th rendition of Lady Rock-
ets basketball is a potentially potent
concoction.
Armed with the Second Region’s

top-ranked pre-season player, junior
Taylor Guess, and charged with the
return of a couple of varsity veterans,
Hodge continues to make history as
Crittenden County’s longest-serving
coach, but longevity isn’t what makes
her tick – it’s winning. 
Hodge has won 345 games in her

long tenure at CCHS, including a re-
gional championship in 2011, seven
Class A regional titles and a Final
Four appearance last year in the All
A Classic. Hodge is about 30 victories
from earning a spot in the KHSAA all-
time winningest coaches club.
If she tacks on double digit wins

this season, it will require some help
from the middle school. Hodge’s high
school numbers are thin – a half
dozen, in fact – which has prompted
the skipper to mix in a bevy of eighth
graders, “the puppies,” as she and
her staff have named them.
The big dog, of course, is Guess

who will fly under no one’s radar. A
prolific scorer, Guess is a well-sea-
soned guard who began attracting at-
tention when she shot a perfect
10-for-10 from the foul line in the
Fifth District championship as a sev-
enth grader. She has been the center-
piece of the Lady Rocket offense
almost ever since, averaging 19
points a game as a sophomore on a
squad that went 16-5, but missed the
post-season for the first time in sev-
eral years due to COVID-19.
Guess is rejoined in the front court

by outside shooting threat junior Na-
talie Boone, who was off the court for
10 months after suffering a ruptured
Achilles tendon. 
“When she got hurt we challenged

her to think like a coach, and she is
applying that knowledge,” Hodge
said. “Her basketball IQ has really,
really increased.”

“Taylor’s confidence level handling
the ball boosts when Natalie is on the
floor with her,” Hodge said. 
With Guess sure to draw a double

team from most opponents, Hodge
thinks she has others capable of put-
ting the ball in the basket. 
“Natalie gives us an outside shoot-

ing threat that we didn’t have when
she got hurt last year.”
Hodge will depend on quick and

long senior Grace Driskill who rejoins
the Lady Rockets after sitting out the
2020-2021 season. She got varsity
minutes as a sophomore, and Hodge
expects her to pick up where she left
off, which will include providing a
presence on the boards and causing
disruption with her defensive.
Hodge calls junior Addie Hatfield a

workhorse with some varsity experi-
ence and the Lady Rockets’ best post
defender. 
“Although she’s not real tall, Addie

has a big heart, plays tall and will do
whatever we ask her to do,” Hodge
said.
Sophomores Jaylen Tapp and Han-

nah Long are working hard to make
up for lost time on the court as a re-
sult of a COVID-cancelled junior var-
sity season in 2020. Their inside
presence will spell Driskill and Hat-

field.
The Lady Rockets will rely on the

contributions of Anna Boone and El-
liot Evans, part of an eighth-grade
class that remains undefeated in mid-
dle school. 
“Anna is smooth handling the ball

and Elliot has been shooting the ball
well. They are both plenty capable,”
Hodge said. “I think their confidence
will build as the season goes on.”
Hodge praised the hustle and grit of

other eighth graders on the roster in-
cluding Elle McDaniel, Georgia Hole-
man, Chloe Hunt, Andrea Federico,
Bristyn Rushing and Madison Walker.
Don’t be surprised to see those
“pups” on the floor a great deal this
season.
Despite its youth, Crittenden is the

pre-season No. 3 team in the Second
Region, according to Cats Pause. The
Lady Rockets’ lofty ranking is no
doubt largely attributable to Guess
being the basketball magazine’s pick
for best returning playing in the re-
gion. With her, the Lady Rockets are
will be the favorite to win a Fifth Dis-
trict crown. 

CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

LADY ROCKET BASKETBALL
2021-22 ROSTER

 Player                                    No.      Class        Ht       Pos.
Grace Driskill            34      Sr      5’9”     F
Natalie Boone           11      Jr      5’6”     G
Taylor Guess            10      Jr      5’9”     G
Addie Hatfield            3       Jr      5’7”     F
Hannah Long           35     So     5’3”     F
Jaylen Tapp              23     So     5’9”     C
Anna Boone              2      8th     5’7”     G
Elliot Evans                22     8th      5’4’     G
Andrea Federico        20     8th     5’5”     F
Georgia Holeman      15     8th     5’5”     G
Chloe Hunt               00     8th     5’5”     G
Elle McDaniel           41     8th     5’2”     G
Bristyn Rushing        25     8th     5’9”     F
Madison Walker       32     8th     5’7”     F
Managers:Alyssa Woodall, Kady Parrish, Brianna
Walker
Head Coach: Shannon Hodge
Assistant Coaches:Bristyn Prowell, Jessie Mathieu,
LeeAnna Boone

CCHS GIRLS SCHEDULE
Nov. 30 University Heights
Dec. 3 at Livingston Central
Dec. 4 Ballard Memorial
Dec. 7 Caldwell County
Dec. 10 Lyon County
Dec. 11 at Union County
Dec. 13 at Dawson Springs
Dec. 17 Trigg County
Dec. 21 at Calloway County
Dec. 28-30 Christmas Tournament at Allen
County-Scottsville
Jan. 4 at Lyon County
Jan. 8 Ohio County
Jan. 10-15 at UHA, All A Classic
Jan. 18 Paducah Tilghman
Jan. 21 Livingston Central
Jan. 25 at Caldwell County
Jan. 27 at Madisonville
Jan. 28 at Fort Campbell
Jan. 29 Carlisle County
Feb. 1 at Trigg County
Feb. 4 Dawson Springs
Feb. 5 Union County
Feb. 8 McLean County
Feb. 10 Webster County
Feb. 12 Mayfield
Feb. 15 Hopkins Central
Feb. 17 Hopkinsville

1993-94 . . . . . .6-19
1994-95  . . . . .15-13
1995-96  . . . . .11-14
1996-97 . . . . . .17-9
1997-98  . . . . .12-14
1998-99  . . . . .14-13
1999-00  . . . . .11-15
2000-01  . . . . .11-16
2001-02 . . . . . .5-20
2002-03 . . . . . .6-18
2003-04  . . . . .12-13
2004-05  . . . . .11-16
2005-06  . . . . .16-10
2006-07 . . . . . .6-20
2007-08  . . . . .13-12

2008-09  . . . . . .11-9
2009-10  . . . . .13-14
2010-11  . . . . . .21-9
2011-12  . . . . . .4-24
2012-13 . . . . . .4-23
2013-14 . . . . . .7-18
2014-15  . . . . .16-12
2015-16  . . . . .15-16
2016-17 . . . . . .25-8
2017-18  . . . . .15-14
2018-19  . . . . .14-14
2019-20  . . . . .18-11
2020-21 . . . . . .16-5
Total  . . . . . . .345-399

Records Under Coach Hodge

Junior Taylor Guess scores during last
weekend’s Blue-White scrimmage.
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The 2021-22 Rocket basketball players are (front from left) manager Abre Conyer, Preston Morgeson, Jordan Hutchison, Luke Crider, Tristan Davidson, Tanner Beverly,
Travis Champion, Hayden Adamson, Seth Guess, Cam’Ron Belcher, manager Laycee Lynn, (back) head coach Denis Hodge, Jace Adams, Turner Sharp, Tucker Atchison,
Chase Conyer, Gabe Keller, Holden Cooksey, Dylan Yates, Trace Derrington, Kaiden Travis, Jaxon Hatfield and coach Jeff Embrey.

Rockets bring to bear deep, engertic rotation
STAFF REPORT
As coach Denis Hodge begins his

11th season at the helm of the
Rocket basketball ship, he can look
across the bow and see that gone is
much of the artillery that made Crit-
tenden County a viable foe in the
past few years.
What is left to bear force on oppo-
nents are a number of energetic yet
unproven weapons that will un-
doubtedly be loaded to the hilt.
Whether that ordnance can find its
mark is yet to be determined. 
Scoring about 3,000 points over
the last four seasons were all region
performers Gabe Mott and Preston
Turley. Finding replacement
weaponry will prove difficult, partic-
ularly in the early going. Coach
Hodge knows that to challenge for a
Fifth District championship will be
an up-hill battle with Lyon County
holding high ground for one more
winter of hoops. The rest of the dis-
trict will be a dogfight with Critten-
den, Livingston and Trigg counties
all scratching for an inch of superi-
ority. 
The three league underlings par-
ticipated in a full-day scrimmage
last weekend at Rocket Arena. The
parity was evidenced by outcomes
although none of the teams were
likely showing their full hand. Liv-
ingston’s fifth-year senior Max
Downey and Trigg 12th-grader
Kenny Adams give their squads solid
foundations on which to build. A
wild card is Trigg sophomore
Jhaden Vaughn, who did not play on
Saturday at the scrimmage. 
Crittenden will have its round-
robin with Lyon completed by early
January, but will face the Lyons
again in the opening round of the All
A where the purple crew is a strong
favorite to win a regional title. It
could be late January or early Feb-
ruary before the district’s full peck-
ing order shakes out, and
postseason will be interesting for the
teams that can avoid a first-round
matchup with the Lyons.
“Our goal is, of course, always a
winning season, and getting into the
regional tournament where we’re
looking to knock somebody off,” said
coach Hodge.
Replacing the lost offense could be

a slow process, but the Rockets will
not sit idly by and wait for it. Look
for a full-throttle pace aimed at cre-
ating disruptions, getting layups
and relying heavily on sophomore
point guard Travis Champion and
junior guard Preston Morgeson. 
“I think you will see a more bal-

anced scorebook this season,” the
coach explains. 
What’s encouraging the longtime

skipper is that he’s got a new right-
hand man with incredible coaching
experience. Jeff Embrey knows the
Fifth District quite well. He was head
coach for a dozen years at Lyon
County and one year at Trigg. Hodge
said Embrey will be the offensive co-
ordinator and lauds his understand-
ing of ways to put the ball in the
basket.
The personnel charged with fulfill-

ing the task are largely untested but
ready for action. Among the top five
at any given point will be seniors
Trace Derrington, Tanner Beverly,
Holden Cooksey, Hayden Adamson,
Tristan Davidson, Luke Crider and
Dylan Yates. There are eight or nine

interchangeable parts that the
coaching staff hopes can bring some
firepower that few might expect.
Other parts to the puzzle include
freshman Chase Conyer, who can
play big or shoot the long ball; senior
Jordan Hutchison, another spot
shooter; and junior Seth Guess.
The big guys are football linemen

and coach Hodge says don’t expect
them to play like anything less. He
wants them to impose their physical
assets on opponents.
“Dylan looks like an MMA fighter
or football lineman,” Hodge said,
and that’s what the coach expects
from him.
Cooksey is another giant with
good feet and his ball handling skills
have greatly improved. 
Beverly and Derrington can both
run the floor, jump and have confi-
dence to shoot from anywhere.
Davidson is the team’s best leaper
and he’s fast, too. Crider is a record-
setting quarterback who took a year
off from basketball during the first
pandemic season. He’s back
stronger and longer and will be the
backup point guard.
Adamson is recovering from a foot-
ball injury that could take some time
to heal. Getting him on the floor
after the holidays is perhaps the
most likely scenario. He can shoot
and will normally be a starting for-
ward.

CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

ROCKET BASKETBALL
2021-22 ROSTER

 Player                                No.       Class         Ht        Pos.
Jace Adams               33       5-8      Soph      F
Hayden Adamson       4        6-0        Sr        F
Tucker Atchison         25       5-8      Soph     G
Cam’Ron Belcher      21       5-5        Fr        G
Tanner Beverly           3        6-1        Sr        F
Travis Champion        2        6-1      Soph     G
Chase Conyer           31       6-0        Fr        F
Holden Cooksey        34       6-4        Sr        C
Luke Crider                10       6-2        Sr        G
Tristan Davidson        11      5-11       Sr        G
Trace Derrington        22       6-0        Sr      G-F
Seth Guess                23       5-9         Jr        G
Jaxon Hatfield             5        5-8        So       G
Jordan Hutchison      25      5-11       Sr        G
Gabe Keller               12       6-2        So        F
Preston Morgeson      1        5-9         Jr        G
Turner Sharp             30       5-9        So      G-F
Kaiden Travis             24       5-9        Fr        F
Dylan Yates               32       6-1        Sr        C
Managers: Laycee Lynn, Aubry Conyer
Head Coach: Denis Hodge
Assistant Coaches: Jeff Embrey, Ethan Hill, Devin
Belt.

CCHS BOYS SCHEDULE
Nov. 30 Union County
Dec. 3 at Livingston Central
Dec. 7 at Christian Fellowship
Dec. 10 Lyon County
Dec. 14 at Dawson Springs
Dec. 17 Trigg County
Dec. 18 at Hopkins Central
Dec. 28-30 Holiday Tourn., LaRue Co.
Dec. 31 Ballard Memorial
Jan. 4 at Lyon County
Jan. 8 Marshall County
Jan 11 at Lyon County, All A Classic
Jan. 15 at Whitesville Trinity
Jan. 18 at Webster County
Jan. 21 Livingston Central
Jan. 22 vs St. Mary at McCracken Shootout
Jan. 25 Caldwell County
Jan. 28 at Fort Campbell
Feb. 1 at Trigg County
Feb. 4 Dawson Springs
Feb. 8 Hopkins Central
Feb. 15 at Union County
Feb. 17 Fort Campbell
Feb. 18 at Caldwell County

Rocket Results
UNDER COACH HODGE
2011-12  . . . . . . . . . . . . .11-20
2012-13  . . . . . . . . . . . . .15-16
2013-14  . . . . . . . . . . . . .9-21
2014-15  . . . . . . . . . . . . .16-12
2015-16  . . . . . . . . . . . . .5-24
2016-17  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7-24
2017-18  . . . . . . . . . . . . .7-20
2018-19  . . . . . . . . . . . . .11-19
2019-20  . . . . . . . . . . . . .16-17
2020-21  . . . . . . . . . . . . .13-10
CAREER TOTAL . . . .110-183

Rocket basketball coach Denis Hodge makes a point to new assistant coach
Jeff Embrey. Hodge says Embry’s addition to the coaching staff will make a
noticable difference. Embrey, a basketball and baseball two-sport athlete in
college at Evansville and Southern Indiana at Edwardsville, has 22 years head
coaching experience in Indiana and Kentucky, most recently during a 12-year
stint at Lyon County.
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CRITTENDEN COUNTY COVID CASES
Totals of Cases Reported as of Nov. 22, 2021

7-Day Total        14-Day Total       Pandemic Total                        

12                        29                         1,431                 22.7
Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

VACCINATION 
RATE OF COUNTY

INFECTION 
RATE OF COUNTY

7-Day Incidence 
RATE IN COUNTY41.1% 15.9% 19.0

              Percentage Fully Vaccinated                          Percentage That Ever Tested Positive                      Based on State Formula per 100K people
                     BASED ON CDC INFORMATION                                                   COUNTY POPULATION 8,990                                                    From Pennyrile Health Department Data

_ _
_

_

_

_
_

County
Incidence
Per KyCOVID10.ky.gov

From STATE COLOR-CODED MAP 
ORANGE ZONE STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County Fis-
cal Court met in regular
session last week. Magis-
trates took up an agenda
of routine business, plus
the following items:
•Magistrates approved

loaning Sheridan Fire
Department $9,000 to
meet its matching fund
obligation for
getting a new
fire truck.
The volunteer
fire-fighting
agency received a grant
to buy a new $242,000
pumper/tanker truck,
but it must come up with
five percent of the overall
cost. Three fire depart-
ment members – Evan
Head, John Croft and
Larry Hearell – attended
the fiscal court meeting
and outlined Sheridan’s
need for financial assis-
tance in securing the
truck. Head, who is the
fire chief, said the de-
partment could afford to
pay the cost-share, but
members do not want to
cut the agency thin on
operating funds. There-
fore, the department re-
quested a short-term
loan to complete the
deal. The truck will be
delivered in 2022 or early
2023.
•Crittenden Commu-

nity Hospital CEO
Shawn Bright appeared
before the fiscal court to
discuss restructuring its
formal agreement with
CommCare and Critten-
den County with regard
to operations of the
county ambulance serv-
ice. 
Bright pointed out that

the hospital, which is
now privately owned, is
still supplementing EMS
with $100,000 annually
when the ambulance
service does not break
even. He said the hospi-
tal receives patients on

about 40 percent of the
ambulance runs. 
“There is a huge oppor-

tunity to do better,” he
said.
Bright asked the

county to facilitate some
dialogue between the
hospital administration
and ambulance service
management. Bright said
there is some question
about who is responsible
for maintenance and op-
erating costs for the EMS
base, which is on the
hospital campus.
Judge-Executive Perry

Newcom said the air con-
ditioner at the EMS sta-
tion developed issues
over the summer and
questions arose with re-
gard to liability for those
type of expenses. The
hospital, county and
EMS have had a three-
way agreement for the

last few years with re-
gard to the contracted
ambulance services.
Newcom and Bright
agree that a formal meet-
ing between all three
parties to review the cur-
rent contract would be
beneficial.
•Michele Crider was

appointed to serve a
four-year term on the
Crittenden County Pub-
lic Library Board of
Trustees. The four-year
term will begin in De-
cember. She replaces
Roseanne Chandler,
whose term on the li-
brary board expired.
•Karen Maddux and

Philip Parish were se-
lected to serve on Crit-
tenden County
Extension Council. Their
three-year terms will
begin in January. 

Deputy of Year
At last week’s fiscal court meeting, Crittenden County
Deputy PVA Libby Hodge was presented an award for
being named Kentucky Deputy of the Year. Crittenden
County PVA Ronnie Heady made the surrpise presen-
ation. Heady said the award is typically presented dur-
ing the annual PVA state conference, which was not
held because of the pandemic. Hodge has worked 14
years in the property valuation office at the courthouse
and is truly deserving of the honor, Heady said.

GOAL
Continued from page 1
source, and he believes
investing in them early
could reap dividends
when they move into the
workforce. 
So far, the Foundation

has met almost one-third
of its $150,000 fundrais-
ing goal in the past year.
Now, Clark is asking the
business sector and
alumni to help reach
that financial objective. 
The foundation has

begun selling legacy
plaques for all CCHS
alumni which will be
hung in Rocket Arena
noting the alumni’s grad-
uation year, successes or
club involvement. Cur-
rently 25 employees in
the Crittenden County
School District make em-
ployee contributions to
the foundation that add
up to $3,500 each year.
Businesses are being
asked to give a portion of
sales to the Rocket Foun-
dation during a period of
time specified by each
business.
Superior Trophies, for

example, is donating 15

percent of November
sales to the Rocket Foun-
dation.
“We are proud of this,”

Clark said of the charita-
ble body’s potential to
continue assisting stu-
dents reach educational
goals. “It helps kids get a
head start, motivates
them to start their ca-
reers earlier and allows
them to be contributing
citizens quicker. That is
the goal of our Rocket
education, as well as to
support them in career
their pathways.”
Currently, the Critten-

den County Board of Ed-
ucation pays half the
cost of two dual credit
classes, a $10,000 an-
nual investment. Addi-
tionally, the Kentucky
Department of Education
covers the cost of two
dual credit college
courses taken in high
school. Rocket Founda-
tion financial assistance
can also be used for
trade certifications or
testing required for some
classes at the Caldwell
County Regional Train-
ing Center.
When the Foundation

reaches its goal, 10 per-
cent of the interest in-
come will be used to fund
college and technical ed-
ucation expenses. 
McKenzie Querter-

mous, a member of the
Senior Academy at
CCHS, will graduate next
May with 45 college
credit hours. Equally im-
pressive, Clark says, is
she is paying one-fifth
the cost of tuition thanks
to the deal high school
students receive through
local and state initia-
tives.
She plans to begin the

pre-law curriculum at
Murray State next fall.
She said she is grateful
for the opportunity to
take dual credit courses,
despite the rigorous
course load.
Donations to the

Rocket Foundation may
be mailed to Crittenden
County Board of Educa-
tion, 601 West Elm St.,
Marion, KY 42064. Busi-
nesses interested in dis-
cussing contributions
should contact Tiffany
Blazina at (270) 965-
5235.

County will loan Sheridan FD
matching funds for new truck

FISCAL
COURTFurther complications

in completing installa-
tion of a boat dock at
Riverview Park on the
Ohio River is creating an-
other delay in opening of
the pier for public use.

Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom lamented the
latest delays, the last in
a series of stumbling
blocks over the past few
years. Duck season and
early winter fishing are

creating a demand for its
use. Although it’s in the
water, Newcom said the
dock is not properly in-
stalled and unsafe for
use due to some fabrica-
tion issues.

Riverview Park dock launched, but not open for use


